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SELECTIONS ^^'^^^J ■ 



DIARY AND EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 



WILLIAM MARTEN, 



A SHORT MEMOIR OF THE EARLY PART 
OF HIS LIFE, 



WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 



"For God hath not ^ren ua the spirit of fear; but of powt^j. — ^ 
and of love, and of a sound mind."— 2 rim. i. 7. ^ ^_ii 



lontion: 




1826. 



The exemplary life and conversation of our 
deceased friend^ William Marten, as well 
a^ the active benevolence and courteous man- 
Tiers by which he was characteri%ed^ had long 
endeared him to an extensive circle of friends 
and acquaintance : to these^ in particular ^ it is 
believed, the following pages, exhibiting some of 
the religious exercises and feelings of his hearty 
will prove interesting. And although they are 
selected from the Manuscripts of one, who, to 
use his own words, had " acquired but little 
learning ;" yet it is hoped, that the strain of 
genuine piety which pervades them, together 
with the relation of some remarkable occur- 
rences which they contain, will render them 
generally acceptable. 

T. a 

Kingston upon Thames^ 
1828. 



A Testimony of Lewes and Chichester Monthly 
Meetings concerning WiUiam Marten. 



" The memory of the just is blessed ;" and 
we feel disposed to offer the following testimony 
concerning our dear deceased friend, William 
Marten, who was born at Barcomb, near Lewes, 
in the year 1764, and was educated by his mo- 
ther, till about the age of twelve years, as a mem- 
ber of the church of England. At this time, he 
went to live with an uncle, a member of our So- 
ciety, at Lewes, and for some time afterwards 
attended the meetings of the General Baptists, 
and then associated with the Calvinists; but 
not finding satisfaction therein, about the seven- 
teenth year of his age he attended Friends' 
meetings, and, after a suitable tin>e, appearing 



▼1 A TESTIMONY CONCERNING 

convinced of our religious principles, was re- 
ceived into membership with us. 

The apprehension of being called to the work 
of the ministry, produced in him much weighti- 
ness of spirit, and secret cries to the Lord, that 
he might be thoroughly purified; and being 
measurably prepared for that service, he felt it 
his duty to speak to the states of some indivi- 
duals, at religious opportunities in his uncle's 
family. 

His first appearance in the ministry was in 
the year 1789* He was very diligent and ex- 
emplary in the attendance of his meetings, both 
for worship and discipline, and careful to ob- 
serve the time appointed; and, whilst active 
and diligent in business, did not suffer his out- 
ward concerns to stand in the way of his reli- 
gious duties. He was frequently engaged in 
the exercise of his gift when assembled with hb 
friends, and several times travelled in the work 
of the ministry, with the concurrence of his 
monthly meeting; and it appears, from his own 
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memorandums, that he was generally favoured 
to return home with the reward of peace. 

In the families of Friends where his lot was 
cast, he shewed out of a good conversation his 
works with the meekness of wisdom ; and in 
religious opportunities in families, he appeared 
careful faithftiUy to declare what he believed to 
be the whole counsel of God. Ouf dear friend 
W9S a bright example of humility : l)e was n 
preacher of righteousness in conduct and con- 
versation ; and, though much engaged with 
those of other religious denominations in works 
of benevolence, he was careful to maintain ^ 
conduct consistent with the principles of our 
Society. 

He evinced much anxiety for the welfare of 
the rising generation; was earnestly desirous 
for the general formation of schools for ^e edu» 
cation of children of the poor ; and was very 
active and useful in the ojie established in the 
place of his habitation. 

During the last illness* o£ our dear friend, 
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viii A TESTIMONY CONCERN IKG 

which commenced in the tenth month, 1822, 
and by which he was confined to the house for 
nearly three months, he was enabled to commu- 
nicate many instructing and consoling expres- 
sions ; and although the event of his illness was 
hid from him, he appeared to be fully resigned, 
saying : " If I have any desire to live, it is only 
that I may publish the glad tidings of the Gos- 
pel to perishing sinners/' To a relation not a 
member of our Society, he said : " The Scrip- 
tures are increasingly precious to me, because 
they testify of my Saviour;" and to the same 
person he said:/* I never felt my mind more 
expanded in love to all societies of religion, than 
at the present time ; but I want them to come 
out of the mixture of forms and ceremonies, 
and to be more inward and silent, for religion is 
a heart-work :" adding, '' Be still, and know 
that I am God." 

It had for many years been the practice of 
our friend to have portions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures read in his family, morning and evening ; 
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and during the greater part of his illness, this 
practice was continued in his presence : and on 
the 13th of the 12th month, after hearing the 
Seventy-third Psalm, which contains these 
words, " My flesh and my heart faileth ; but 
God is the strength of my heart, and my por- 
tion for ever," a pause ensued. He then said, 
" I would not have you suppose I lie here in 
anguish, or distress of mind ; for, from the 
commencement of my illness to the present 
moment, sweet peace has been the covering of 
my spirit, through the rich, unmerited mercy 
of my Saviour ; and this will be your experi- 
ence, as you look to Him in all your afflictions. 
He never cast any away who came to Him ; and 
though I have no prospect but I shall get about 
again, yet, should it please Him who brought 
me into being, to remove me hence, I hope you 
will all be resigned ; and when the time does 
arrive, do not make a noise, but drop into 
quietude. Though, after all, I think it is likely 
I shall recover ; but I have thought much of 
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that excellent prayer, " Our Father, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven." At times 
he was led to encourage those about him to 
uphold the testimonies given us to bear, and to 
exhort all to humility and lowliness of mind, 
not to resent injuries, and to receive in kind- 
ness the admonititms of their friends. Some 
time afterwards, having requested the apothe- 
cary to inform his wife and sons of the im* 
probability of his recovery, he sent for them ; 
but the far greater part of what he had to 
communicate was lost, through weakness and 
faint articulation. But amongst other things, 
he gave directions concerning his interment ; 
and in conclusion, desired his love to his daugh- 
ter and her husband^ who lived at a dis- 
tance, and then to every body ; took his wife 
and sons affeetkmatdly by the hand, and after 
that seemed to take little notice of any but bis 
inMBediate attendants, but was often apparently 
engaged in mental prayer. 

He quietly breathed bis last, about one 
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o'clock, in the afternoon of the 6th day of the 
first month, 1823, aged fifty-eight years and 
seven months, and was interred in Friends' 
burial-ground at Lewes, the 12th of the same, 
a great number of friends and neighbours at- 
tending. He had been a minister about thirty- 
three years. 

Signed in Lewes and Chichester Monthly Meeting, 
held at Brighton, the I6th day of 1st month, 
18S4, by sixty Friends. 

Read and approved at Sussex and Surrey Quarterly 
Meeting, held at Brighton, the 9th of 4th month, 
1824, and signed in and on behalf thereof, 

JOHN GLAISYER, Ckrk. 

Signed in the Women's Quarterly Meeting, 

SARAH BASS, CUrk. 
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GHAP I. 

MEMOIR OF WILLIAM MARTEN. 

" When I consider thy heavens^ the work of thy 
fingers^ the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained ; what is man, that thou art mindful of him ? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him ?*V 

Psalm viii. 3, 4. 

Thus David broke forth, on contemplating the 
greatness of God, as displayed in his works; and 
knowing the depravity of man, he was astonished 
that the Most High should condescend to regard so 
frail a creature. It is under a sense of his goodness 
and mercy in visiting me, a poor fallen son of Adam, 
that I attempt to give some account of his gracious 
dealings with my soul. I was born at Barcomb, near 
Lewes, on the 25th of the 5th month, 1764. My 
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2 MEMOIR OF WILLIAM MARTEN. 

father was a General Baptist; my mother was of the 
church of England^ and^ until I was twelve years of 
years age^ I accompanied her, but do not remember 
any particular serious impressions during my attend- 
ance at worship. Yet, when I was about eight years 
old| as I was playing with other boys on the first day 
of the week, it thundered very much, whereupon we 
relinquished our play : my mind was impressed with 
the belief, that the thunder was a token of divine 
displeasure against us, for breaking the sabbath, and 
I do not remember ever playing again, on that day of 
the week. 

I consider it to be the duty of all parents, and 
those who have the care of children, to endeavour to 
prevent them from profaning the first day of the 
week, called the Lord^s day, because that on which 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead. It were to be wished that people would 
refrain from transacting business, and from traveliiog 
for pleasure, on that day ; for I believe the great 
Creator did, and still doth require, that one day out 
of seven should be set apart for reiigious purposes, 
by his rational creatures. 

A relation of my father's put me to school, for 
about two years, at Lewes, on which account I had 
to walk nearly six miles every day. My master was 
but a poor scholar ; and, as I left school when about 
twelve years old, I acquired but little learning. On 
leaving school, my uncle, Thomas Marten, who was 
a draper, &c. at Lewes, and a member of the religious 
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Society of Friends^ took me to live with hitn. I 
was, at first, very averse to this change; desiring 
more liberty, and time for play, than the confinenoent 
of a shop admitted of. But I have been^ and still am 
thankful, that I was kept close to business, and no) 
suffered to run on as my heart desired. I am satis** 
fied it is good for young people to be early ^igaged 
in lawful pursuits ; believing the ruin of thousands 
has been accelerated by too much liberty and leisure. 
If children are indulged in idleness and vanity^ aa^ 
they be expected to be other than idle and vain in 
their mature age. The wise man says, " Train up a 
child in the way he should go; and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.'' — P&ov. xxii. 6. But 
rightlyoconcerned parents sometimes find their endea- 
vours apparently fruitless. I feel for such, knowing 
the distress of heart consequent on children's sligbt-r 
ing counsel, and seeming determined to walk in the 
way of their own hearts. But, parents! you musi 
not relax ; be earnest in prayer, be firm in your en-* 
deavours, be circumspect in your daily walk; then 
may you hope to see of the desire of your souls and 
be satisfied ; even to find your labours blessed, as 
mine have measurably been. Be encouraged, dear 
religious parents, to teach your diildren the comf 
mandfi of the Most High, when you are sitting with 
them in the house, when you walk with them by the 
way, when you lie down, and when you rise up; 
Deut. vi. 7 ; and I cannot but believe, that if this 
were the ooncem of parents generally, a correspond 
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dent improvement would appear in the conduct of 
children. If any should read these lines, who, 
although children of religious parents, are, neverthe- 
less, walking in the broad way, I entreat them to 
pause. O young man! or young woman! where art 
thou going ? hast thou made a covenant with death, 
and an agreement with hell? hast thou reflected 
upon an eternity of misery? canst thou bear the 
thought of being for ever separated from all that is 
good, and of having thy portion with fallen angels, 
and lost souls, where the worm dieth not, and where 
the fire is not quenched ? If thou canst think on these 
things with indifference, surely thy heart must be 
seared as with a hot iron. I ardently desire the sal- 
vation of all. Flee, dear youth, from the wrath to 
come ; flee to the arms of Chrbt, which are always 
open to receive returning prodigals; approach Him 
as you are, under a deep sense of your own vileness, 
and utter inability to alter your own state. Have 
faith in his all-sufiiciency to help, yea, to save : He 
has graciously promised, that He will not cast out 
those who come unto Him.— John, vi. 37. And ye 
fathers and mothers, who have neglected the salva- 
tion of your own souls, and who, by example, have 
induced your children to deviate from the paths of 
religion and virtue, what will be your end, if you con- 
tinue in this state till death? Read Luke, xvi. 17; 
read and be alarmed ; yet remember, whilst there is 
life there is hope. Turn, therefore, im^iediately, and 
with full purpose of heart, unto the Lord Jesus 
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Christ ; smite upon your breasts, in the disposition of 
the publican, and say, " God be merciful to me, a 
sinner ! I have not only sinned in my own person, 
but my example has induced my children, servant!!, 
and acquaintance to sin.^' So would your conver- 
sion be likely to promote their restoration and salva- 
tion, in and through Jesus Christ, " the way, the 
truth, and the life," — John, xiv. 6. 

On coming to live with my uncle, and for about 
two years afterwards, I attended the meetings of the 
General Baptists ; but being in a seeking state, and 
not finding among them what my soul was beginning 
to thirst for, I next associated with the Calvinists. 
With them I continued about three years, and re- 
ceived some spiritual refreshment. I then became 
very zealous for the cause of religion, was constant 
at worship, and frequently felt the influence of the 
Holy Spirit upon my soul, reproving me for evil. 
This produced some seriousness in my mind; but 
the enemy of all righteousness endeavoured to per- 
suade me that I was too young to think of religion 
and a future state, and to deny myself of youthful 
pleasures. So I promised the Lord, that, at the age 
of twenty, I would become religious. But a secret 
voice checked my ignorance and presumption on this 
wise : ** How dost thou know thou shalt live to be 
twenty years of age ? and if cut down in thy sins, what 
will become of thy soul ?" This caused me to cry, 
" Lord, make me what thou wouldst have me to be." 

Afterwards I attended the established worship in 
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the CliSe, near Lewes, where Richard Cecily a wor- 
thy^ faithful minis ter, preached. Under his ministry 
I was made sensible of my sinful nature^ and undone 
state ; and that without a Saviour I must perish for 
ever. Feeling unable to deliver myself out of this 
condition^ and that no mortal could deliver me, I 
went on mourning day by day ; and when I lay down 
to sleep, even feared I should awake in hell. 

After having been for some time thus under the 
ministration of condemnation, a state producing inde- 
scribable anguish and distress^ the Redeemer ap- 
peared to me, and gave me faith to believe in Himself, 
as the Son of God, and only Saviour. Hereby my 
mind became stayed ; for this precious faith proved as 
an anchor to my soul. I felt his pardoning grace, 
to my great consolation, and for some time after- 
wards went on my way rejoicing. I often engaged 
in prayer and singing ; and in the latter performance 
I took great delight. But this was a short-lived 
enjoyments for I soon found it was practised more 
to gratify the creature, than to exalt the great 
Creator. I was once so fully convinced of this, (the 
words to be sung being also very unsuitable to my 
state,) that I sat down before the psalm was finished. 
I now began to be uneasy with praying in my own 
will, and singing without the spirit; and was bur- 
dened and distressed* when I heard preaching with- 
out life and power^ and doctrine which I could 
not unite with. At length, finding I could not 
obtain peace in this way, and having considered the 
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religious sentiments of the various denominations of 
professors at Lewes, there seemed to be none but 
Friends, whose faitli, worship, &c. agreed with what 
was made manifest to me to be right. Accordingly 
I attended the meetings of Friends, and also became 
convinced of the propriety of wearing plain apparel ; 
of using the singular pronoun in addressing one per- 
son ; and of forbearing to take off my hat by way of 
compliment. I was much tried with respect to this 
latter custom. Soon after I began to attend Friends* 
meetings, I had to call on a great man, on business, 
and feared I should on that occasion deny my testi- 
mony ; but praying for strength to support it, was 
enabled so to do, by keeping my hat on before him ; 
and, on coming away, I enjoyed great peace. Some 
of my former associates, finding me attached to the 
principles of Friends, endeavoured to persuade me 
they were erroneous ; but their attempts to confute 
them, only served to confirm my belief of their ac- 
cordance with Christianity; and continuing under 
this conviction, I was in due time received into mem- 
bership. I remember whilst writing, what a German 
said to me, a few years ago, viz. " I know Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin, and have carefully compared the 
principles of Friends with the doctrine which Christ 
taught, and I believe them to be in unison.^^ This 
was a striking testimony, from one not of our society. 
At this time, I expected to enjoy the Lord's pre- 
sence in a more abundant manner than heretofore, 
but instead thereof, sufferings of even longer con- 
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tinuance than those which had preceded^ were now 
allotted me ; for, excepting some seasons of spiritual 
enjoyment, at intervals graciously afforded me, I had 
to undergo the painful operation of ** the fire that is 
in Zion, and the furnace that is in Jerusalem/' for 
several years together ; and this no doubt of neces- 
sity, in order to the subjugation of my sinful nature 
and rebellious heart. In this state, satan was per- 
mitted to assail me with temptations. At one time 
he whispered in my ear, ''Thou art a lost soul.'* 
This caused me to mourn for several days ; but the 
Lord my Redeemer, whose aid I implored, heard my 
prayer ; and imparted relief, by convincing me it was 
a snare of the enemy. At another time, I was ex» 
ceedingly distressed by a suggestion that I had sin- 
ned against the Holy Ghost. Oh ! the anguish my 
mind was then in, is beyond conception, except to 
those who have experienced the same kind of tempt- 
ation. The promises of Scripture I could not flee 
to : the blessed Saviour had said, that the sin against 
the Holy Ghost should not be forgiven. But sud- 
denly, I was enabled by faith to lay hold on the 
Lord' Jesus Christ, and immediate consolation en- 
sued. I trust I shall never forget that season. Be 
encouraged then, ye who may be brought under simi- 
lar conflicts. Remember, it is not the Lord who 
tempts, and that it is He alone who can succour his 
dependent children: ''Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you." — James, iv. 7. 
After these tribulations, I went on joyfully for 
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some time, being favoured with the shedding abroad 
of the love of God in my heart. Yet I still found 
the mount was not to be my constant abode : suffer- 
ings became again my portion ; and these not only 
on my own account, but also on the account of 
others : for I now felt a weighty service, even the 
work of the ministry, beginning to devolve upon me. 
When about fourteen years of age, I had a sense 
given me that I should be called to this work, but 
then thought it almost impossible ; conceiving that a 
minister of the Gospel stood in need of much human 
learning, in order to be qualified for that office; 
not considering, that Christ, the Head of the 
church, when personally upon earth, chose some 
illiterate men to be his ministers ; and that these, by 
his spirit alone, were made powerful preachers of 
the Gospel; declaring doctrine which touched the 
heart, made the hearers sensible of their sinful na- 
ture, and of the need they had of a Saviour ; and 
pointing to Him who sent them, through whose 
blood we have redemption, even the forgiveness of 
sins. It continues to be the office of the Redeemer 
to qualify, ordain, and send forth, whomsoever he 
will, to preach the glad tidings of the Gospel ; and I 
firmly believe, that He calls women as well as men 
to this important work ; conceiving the apostle, in his 
direction, 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35, did not forbid womeii 
to preach or pray ; but prohibited such as were talka- 
tive from asking questions, which tended to interrupt 
the solemnity of the church. 
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I had also an intimation of later occurrence, that I 
should be called to advocate the cause of righteous- 
ness as a minister : it was as follows. Our worthy 
friend and minis ter, Daniel Burns^ of Lewes, being 
very ill, I felt it to be my duty to go and see him. 
On my entering his room, he drew a chair, that I 
might sit beside him: he endeavoured to speak, but 
was not able. After having spent about half an hour 
in solemn silence, I took leave of him, not expecting 
to see him again alive. When I had gone about forty 
yards from his house, a voice, which appeared to me 
to proceed from his departing spirit, addressed me 
thus : " William, what shall I give theeT' I replied : 
*^ A double portion of thy good spirit." My mind 
then felt seasoned with good ; and, from that time, I 
believed it would be my lot to succeed my dear friend 
in the ministry. He died a few hours afterwards. 

The apprehension of being required to teach, or 
preach to others, produced in me weigh tiness of spi- 
rit, with secret cries to the Lord that He would 
thoroughly purify me. I was induced to hope my 
prayer was, in some degree, answered ; inasmuch as 
I had largely to partake of poverty and sufferings; 
and as the Most High declared, by the mouth of his 
prophet, " I will turn my hand upon thee, and purge 
away thy dross, and take away all thy tin."-— Isaiah, 
i. Sd. Being thus measurably prepared, the states of 
some in my uncle's iTamily were opened to me, and 
ability to speak to them afforded. I had many fa« 
voured opportunities, and oflen felt the Lord's power 
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over all. One of the servants strongly resisted the 
testimony of truth, but afterwards became a serious 
character, though not of our religious society. My 
first appearance as a minister, in a religious meeting, 
was at Ifield in Sussex, when I had to declare, that 
if we would die the death, we must be concerned to 
live the life, of the righteous. 

Some time after this, a service exceedingly trying 
to the creaturely part, was required of me ; viz. to 
bear a public testimony against stage entertainments, 
by delivering papers, " On the right Employment of 
Time," to such as might be going to the playhouse. 
At first, I was tempted to. send them by the person 
who distributed the play-bills; but a secret voice 
said : " Shall the Lord ebiploy those in his work 
whom the devil employs?" I then thought of an- 
other person, but he also was rejected: I was to do 
it myself. The enemy, working with the flesh, sug- 
gested that I should, by such conduct, lose my busi* 
ness, be slighted by my relations, and called crazy; 
and that I might even lose my life. But I knew it to 
be the Lord's will and work; and was favoured with 
strength to deny myself, in order to obey his com* 
mand. Accordingly, on the evening of the 31st of the 
8th month, 1789, 1 stationed myself before the thea- 
tre, and distributed about two hundred and fifty of 
the papers. The master of the house coming near 
me, I gave one to him. He read it, went in, came 
out again, and said to some about him : " We have 
got an opposer to-night;" and to me: ''We had 
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better give up the house for you to preach in/* I 
made him no reply. A female, to whom I gave a 
paper, returned it to me by a boy; saying, she should 
mind nothing about it, and that every one must get a 
living. 1 saw she was under strong convictions. 
Several others seemed much surprised; and I believe 
some, if they could, would have done me harm. A 
clergyman, who was about to go in, on reading the 
paper went away. I had also procured several print- 
ed copies of a paper, written in the form of a play- 
bill, and describing, in a very striking manner, *^ The 
Great Assize, or Day of Judgment.^' Some of these 
1 caused to be posted, the next morning, opposite the 
theatre. I have since heard, that one of the per- 
formers, in consequence 'of reading the papers, be- 
came serious, left the stage, was afterwards a preacher 
among the Methodists, and subsequently to this a 
member of our Society. This circumstance affords 
encouragement to yield obedience to divine requir- 
ings; and, although we are not always permitted to 
see the desired effects of our labours, yet the Lord is 
to be obeyed in all things. To Him be the praise, 
for strengthening me through this service. 

Finding my outward concerns to be attended with 
the divine blessing; and considering that a suitable 
connexion in marriage would add to my comfort, I 
paid my addresses to my friend Jane Cruttenden, 
daughter of Thomas Cruttenden, of the Cliffe, near 
Lewes, who accepted my proposal; and we solemnized 
our marriage at Brighthelmstone, on the 13th of the 
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7th month, 1790. We felt the Lord's presence with 
us, as a seal of approbation to our union. I trust we 
began in his fear: He hath blessed us together, 
both in spirituals and temporals; and my prayer is, 
that we may die in his favour. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE DIARY. 

1789. — 1 mo. 12. I have had a strengthening, en- 
couraging season: for this favour I feel thankful to 
Him who can alone sustain the immortal part. O 
Lord ! enable me always to keep my eye single unto 
thee. 

3 mo, 11. This night there has been a gene- 
ral illumination, on account of the restoration of 
the king's health. We had only three panes of glass 
broken, in consequence of not exhibiting lights; al- 
though some of our friends sustained considerable 
damage. I am glad that Friends stand stead&st 
in our testimony against the practice of illumi- 
nating. 

4 mo. 17. A circumstance has occurred, by 
which my spirit has been uncommonly affected. O 
Thou! from whom alone proceeds our real and 
lasting happiness, may it please thee, in thy infinite 
goodness, to keep me and the rest of our family in. 
perfect resignation to thy will, through whatever 
afflictions thou mayst i^ee meet to permit or to dis- 
pense. Wean us more and more from the world. 
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that SO we may become perfect in thee, the source of 
all vurtue and holiness. 

4 mo. 2Sf is to be observed as a day of pub* 
lie thanksgiving for the recovery of our king. 
Lord ! I feel thankful to thee for restoring the king 
of England to health. If it be consistent with thy 
will, long continue unto him that blessing ; increasing- 
ly incline his heart to love and fear thee; to encou- 
rage virtue, and punish vice, in all his subjects; and, 
after he has fulfilled his appointed time on earth, be 
pleased to give him a crown immortal in the realms 
of bliss. 

5 9710.11. Almighty God, who canst cast upon 
the bed of sickness, and raise therefrom, whom 
and when thou pleasest, I thank thee for the blessing 
of returning health. May I be ever grateful for the 
many favours daily received from thy bounty and 
goodness. 

6 mo. 5. I have felt a little divine comfort 
this evening: there is a breathing desire in me 
for more ; but the Lord knoweth what is best for me: 
may I be resigned to suffer or to rejoice, according to 
his will. Merciful Father ! I beg that, whether I 
have prosperity or adversity, with respect to temporal 
things, my soul may find favour with thee here, and 
rest with thee hereafter, in and through Christ Jesus, 
my dear Redeemer. 

9 mo. S. The enemy is throwing, as it were, 
floods of water after me. ' I suppose my character 
heretofore has been that of a pious young man; 
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but being now, at seasons, moved by the Spirit 
of God, to speak in his name, I seem as a stranger to 
my acquaintance; and even some of the family in 
which I reside, (who, before, would have done much 
to serve me,) are now become my enemies. But I 
suffer for the testimony of a good conscience ; and 
thou, O Lord! art my friend, more precious to my 
soul than ten thousands of people. Be pleased to 
keep me humble, and enable me to follow thee, al- 
though thou mayst lead as through the fire and the 
water. 

10 9710. 27. This day, the comfortable presence of 
the Great Shepherd, the chief of ten thousand, and 
altogether lovely, has overshadowed my soul. May I 
know the old man to be kept in subjection, and the 
new man to increase and wholly predominate. 

1790. — 3 mo. 1. Rather a trying day. It is 
through much tribulation we are to enter the king- 
dom. O Lord, grant me patience during my allotted 
time here below. 

3 mo. 21, Very laborious meetings; but the 
determination of Moses, rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season, was revived in my remembrance. 
Indeed, the sufferings we have to endure here, are as 
nothing, compared to the joy and peace to be expe- 
rienced by those who love the Lord in sincerity. 

4 mo. 25. As I sat in meeting this afternoon, 
it appeared to be required of me, to go to a 
minister of the church of England, and advise him 
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against being lifted up with having a large oongrega- 
tion, but to continue humble* I went accordingly, 
and he received the message in love *. 

7 9710. 13. I was this day married at Brighton, 
to my dear friend Jane Cruttenden. Vouchsafe unto 
us, O Lord, thy blessing ; keep us in thy fear ; and 
cause the world and its friendships to appear too little 
and unprofitable for our life to be placed in. 

12 mo. 19. We had at meeting to-day, the com- 
pany of our friends, John Townsend, Frederick 
Smith, Ann Christy, Thomas Summers, and Thomas 
Dann. It was a favoured time. May thy lengthenedr 
out mercies, O Lord, humble our spirits. Enable 
thy little ones to go forth in thine own eternal power, 
which alone can put an end to sin, finish trans- 
gression, and constrain the people to come ov^ to 
thy government 

1791. — 1 mo. 1. O great and mighty God of light 
and love, I humbly thank Thee for preservation 
through the past year, and for having given me a 
good companion in marriage. Be pleased to enrich 
our hearts with thy love; slay in us every thing 
which is contrary to thy divine will; make us in- 
creasingly humble and fervent in our hunger and 
thirst after righteousness. O ! stamp on us ths^t divine 



* This person and myself have since been intimate. I believe 
he was a good man; and being now deceased, is, I trust, enjoying 
the reward of the righteous. 

C 
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likeness which our first parents lost ; and so prepare 
our heartSi that we may part with each other with 
becoming resignation, when Thpu art pleased by 
death to separate us. 

6 mo. 20. The quarterly meeting at Ifield: a 
favoured season. O Lord our King, may we be 
increasingly sensible of thy heavenly regard towards 
us: keep us humble and submissive before Thee. 
Make me, I pray Thee, altogether what Thou wouldst 
have me to be. 

8 mo. 20. Was considerably enlarged in de- 
claration this morning at ^meeting. O Thou, who 
knowest the various states of the people, enable me, 
by thy power, rightly to administer thereto; that so 
thy name may be glorified, thy people edified, and 
my soul replenished with peace. The work is thine, 
therefore be Thou pleased to prosper it. 

11 mo. 9. I was this day recommended to the 
meeting of ministers and elders, as a minister, by 
Lewes monthly meeting. In the meeting for worship, 
had to encourage a sufiering state. 

13 mo. 11. Attended the monthly meeting of 
ministers and elders, and was concerned to caution 
Friends against taking up their rest in any thing but 
the life of truth. Was also favoured, in the public 
meeting, with authority to declare against worldly- 
mindedness. Almighty God, keep me under thy 
protection, and enable me to follow Thee faithf|illy to 
the end of my days. 

12 mo. 18. In the forenoon meeting, was enabled 
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to speak to several states ; also to supplicate the 

. > • ... 

throne of grace. In the afternoon^ very poor. Com- 
fortable in the meeting for ministers and elders in the 
evening, and spoke a few words therein. 

12 mo. 25. O Thouy who knowest what is best for 
me^ keep me in patience and resignation to thy will, 
come whatever may; whether I experience poverty 
of spirit^ or my cup overflow with the wine of the 
kingdom. Oh that my soul, when not filled by Thee, 
may remain hungry ; for then shall I, in due season, 
be filled with thy righteousness. Keep me tender 
and humble; for I desire to know of thy doctrine, 
and to follow Thee. Suffer not the enemy to draw 
me from thy love: make me strong in Thee. Thou 
hast hitherto preserved me from the devourer; with- 
put Thee I can do nothing, for Thou art my all ip 
all; blessed be thy name. 

1782. — 1 fno. 29. At our meeting to-day, we were 
favoured with the company of our dear friends, Tho- 
mas Summers and John Glaisyer, who, with myself, 
are about to engage in a visit to the families of 
Friends through the county. 

It is with bumble reverence I have to acknowledge, 
that the great Minister was present with us in, our 
family-visits, opening the several states of the people, 
and strengthening us in every trying conflict:, to Him 
alon^ be ascribed the praise. Whilst engaged in this 
seryice, we found it necessary to give up our own wills 
to the Divine will; yea, the declaration of our Lord, 

c 2 
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'^ He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it/' 
was verified in our experience. Of the various states 
of those we visited, the wise, the rich, and the full, 
were the hardest to reach. Oh that such may be pre- 
vailed upon to buy gold tried in the fire, that they 
may be rich; and white raiment, that they may be 
clothed ; and, by submitting to have their eyes anoint- 
ed with eye-salve, be favoured to see the things 
which belong to their peace, before they are hid 
from their eyes. May the sincere be strengthened, 
and brought forward in the Lord's service ; and may 
all give up their whole hearts unto Him. 

6 9710. 18. Attended our quarterly meeting at 
Ifield, and was enabled, in the meeting for worship, 
to speak in the name of the Lord. On my way home, 
my horse fell with me, but I was not much hurt. I 
return thanks to Thee, O Thou Preserver of men! 

9 mo. 9. In the meeting for worship preceding 
the monthly meeting, had a testimony against pride 
and envy. O Thou, who knowest the states of all 
mankind, ever direct me in true judgment, and pre- 
serve me from moving without thy command. 

11 mo, 14. In the early part of the meeting for 
worship to-day, I felt the spirit of supplication, but 
no command to be engaged therein vocally, O God, 
thou art indeed a spirit, and it is by thy help alone 
that we can worship Thee acceptably. After this 
sweet, humbling season, poverty ensued; but, before 
the meeting broke up, I was favoured with a testi- 
mony for my God. 
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12 mo. 3. Keep me, O Lord^ in the heights and 
in the depths; strengthen my faith in thy power, 
and make me serviceable in my generation, for my 
dependence is alone upon Thee. 

12 mo. 9. At the monthly meeting to-day, was 
favoured with a little strength to recommend a gene- 
ral search, in order to discover upon what foundation 
we stood and were building ; Christ being the only 
safe foundation. 

1793. — 1 mo. 1. O! great Preserver of men, 
under a sense of thy manifold mercies, bestowed upon 
me, an unworthy worm, during the past year, I desire 
to return Thee grateful thanks. Although I have 
experienced some bitter draughts, yet Thou hast 
enabled me to take them with a degree of resigna- 
tion. Purify me, I beseech Thee; give me fresh 
supplies of faith in thy power ; and enable me to go 
forth therein against those who defy thy armies, and 
despise thy poor dependent servants. May outward 
wars cease, and spiritual soldiers, valiant for the 
truth, and zealous for the good of souls, abundantly 
increase. Be pleased, O Lord, to bless our religious 
Society, purge out her dross, and increase her num- 
bers. Glory and honour be ascribed unto Thee, 
through my dear Redeemer, now, henceforth, and 
for ever. Amen. 

1 mo. 30. Was much tried with temporal things 
at meeting this morning. 

4 mo. 19. A fast directed to be observed to-day, 
by proclamation of the king. O great King of saints, 
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Thou bast deseribed thb fast which is acceptable to 
Thee: may the rulers of this nation consider thereof, 
and keep it. I - 

4 mo. SO. This evening,' I have had some coti- 
versation with a person who seemed to support uni- 
tarian principles. ' ' O Lord^ be pleased to open the 
eyes of those who do not acknowledge the divinity of 
the blessed Saviour. ' 

5 mo. 11. Oh that my attention were more steadily 
fixed on spiritual things! Be pleased, O Lord, to 
animate my mind with a little divine refreshment, and 
increase my desire after thy rij^hteousness. 

6 mo. 15. I ha?e been reflecting on the little 
progress I seem to make in religion. Why am I so 
lifeless, whilst the instruments of unrighteousness are 
so active and zealous? 

6 mo. 23. Was favoured this afternoon in testi- 
mony, chiefly to the gay. O Lord^ keep me iaithful 
to thy requirings ; so that, when Thou causest the 
life to arise for the benefit of others, I may not dare 
to withhold. 

7 mo. 17. Had a favoured season at meeting, power 
and utterance being communicated. O, my High 
Priest, keep me humble and faithful in all things; 
enable ineto be serviceable in thy church; suffer not 
the things that are seen, to divert my attention from 
the cause of truth and righteousness. 

7 mo. S8. We were favoured at meeting this 
morning, with the overshadowing of divine love. 
Friends were exhorted to dig deep for the water of 
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life; and the youDg people, to mind the inward 
Teacher. 

12 mo. 8. Heard, to-day, of the death of deat 
Jdb Scott, from America. Truly, a great man is 
removed from the church militant, doubtless to join 
the church triumphant. O Lord, be with his off- 
spring, and raise up more faithful servants to call 
men to repentance. . 

1794.— @ mo. 5. Hare had a comfortable meeting, 
and a few words to speak to such as were suflfering 
their thoughts to gad abroad. 

S mo. 15. Have felt the Spirit of God upon my 
heart. O Lord, make me increasingly weighty, and 
zealous for thy gldry ; strip me of my own filthy rags, 
and clothe me with thy righteousness. 

2 mo. 1 7. This morning, whilst passing over St. 
John's Common, I overtook a person on horseback, 
whom I knew, driving a cart laden with hay. Two 
of his horses, which were loose on the common, fol- 
lowed the cart, biting the hay. He endeavoured, but 
in vain, to drive them back: at length, becoming very 
angry, he said, he wished they might drop down 
dead. About five jninutes after this, the horse on 
which he rode fell down, and immediately expired. 
The man told me, he would not have lost the horse 
for twenty guineas. It appeared to me to be a judg- 
ment on him for his anger. I told him, the Lord 
could as easily have struck him dead, as the horse. 
He acknowledged his error. 

5 mo* 1. A county meeting was held at Lewes 
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to-day^ to consider of the best plan for defending this 
country from an invasion of the French. Thou, O 
Lord^ art our defence. 

10 mo. 25. Query. Hast thou lived this day 13:e 
a Christian? Answer, I have been rather too light 
and proud. Make me^ O Lord, increasingly hnnt- 
ble and weighty^ that I may^ indeed, appear to have 
been with Jesus, whom my soul loveth. 

11 mo, S3. In the morning meeting, felt a little 
refreshment. Lord, visit the young Friends of this 
place; strengthen them with thy grace; and excite 
some, who are of riper age, to a diligent search after 
thee. 

12 mo. 26. Quicken me, O Lord, that I may grow 
up in the divine image; bring down all that opposeth 
thy spirit and hinders my progress heavenward. Oh 
keep me humble, tender, and obedient; and may I 
ever retain a sense of my own inability to do any 
thing that is good. 

i2 mo. 28. A good meeting this morning, although 
silent. I believe the great Master was near: may 
his name be praised both now and for ever. Amen. 

12 mo. SI. At meeting, temporal things disturbed 
the quietude of the mind, and I felt but little life in 
consequence. O Lord, wean me more and more 
from the things of the world, and enable me to love 
Thee above all. 

1795. — 1 mo. 11. In a sitting in my father, T. 
Cruttenden s family, had to speak to several states. 
My father, in a favoured frame of mind, said: "I 



SELECTIONS FROM THE DIART. Z5 

Gould freely part, to-morrow, with my wife and chil- 
dren, to die;" and further said, speaking of the Al- 
mighty, ''Let Him do what, when, and how He 
will:'' a happy state, thus to know the will of man 
wholly resigned to the Divine will. 

7 mo. 24. My heart ached to-day, on seeing a 
prisoner at the assizes, who had formerly been one 
of my playmates. He was tried for stealing a watch, 
convicted, and sentenced to seven yeats' transporta- 
tion. Oh ! that youth would avoid bad company, and 
attend to pure wisdom, who utters her voice in the 
streets of the heart. Had this young man done so, 
he would not have been here in irons. 

7 mo. S8, &c. I attended the General Meeting at 
Ackworth School, in company with my friend John 
Glaisyer. Thomas Scattergood was there, and had 
good service. My mind was under deep exercise 
fojr the good of the school. The subjectis which 
came under consideration were disposed of to my 
satisfaction. 

9 mo. 27 and 28. Attended the quarterly meeting 
at Arundel. The labour, as to public testimony, lay 
with Elizabeth Bevington and Sarah Elgar, who 
were engaged in a lively manner. I called to see 
Triphena HoUaway, who is upwards of ninety-nine 
years of age. Her memory remains good; she 
speaks well of Divine Providence, and is, I believe, 
at seasons, favoured with a sense of his love, 

10 mo. 4. At meeting this morning, felt more 
than usually oppressed : it was, I believe, on account 
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of Others. In the afternoon more life, and had a 
testimony to bear against worldly-mindedness. 

II mo. 16. Poor in spiriti yet hungry. O my 
Redeemer ! cleanse me from all pollution ; make me 
whiter than snow. 

11 mo. 21. Read the account of the man of 
God, who was sent to cry against the altar at 
Bethel. O my soul! yield obedience to the com^^ 
mands of thy God| even though a prophet should 
declare he has received something contrafy thereto, 
from the mouth of an angel. Lord, be neair thy 
poor servant, and all thy ininkters of every denomi- 
nation ; enabling them to hear the wcHrd from Thee; 
and faithfully to deliver it to the people. 

11 mo. S6. Read 1 Kings, xvii. May Chris- 
tians, by this portion of scripture, be encouraged 
to believe, that the barrel of meal, spiritually, shall 
not waste, nor the cruse of oil fail, until the Lord 
send rain upon the earth. What a precious promise 
in low seasons ! May thy faith be increased, O my 
soul ! 

IS mo. 9. Our monthly meeting to-day was 
a solemn season; the meeting of ministers and 
elders, a searching one. Oh that our hearts were 
open to receive whatever is offered us by the Lord, 
seeing all his dispensations are in love. 

1796.— 1 mo. 10. Spent the evening at my father's, 
who is much indisposed, but in a heavenly frame of 
mind. He said to me, '^ All that a dying man," 
meaning himself, '^ has to repent of, is, that he has 
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not more faith in, love to, and communioti with- God. 
Oh!*' said he, " when shall I awake in his likeness? 
I lave his attributes.^ May this be my language on 
my death-bed — that I love his attributes. 

1 mo. 12. My father continues quite ill, but 
lively in spirit. He repeated the triumphant lan- 
guage of the apostle: ^' O death! where is thy 
stirig? O- grave! where is thy victory ?-*— -thanks be 
to God, who giveth us Aie victory, through out 
Lord Jesus Christ:*' and addressing mB, he saidi 
** if thou become inch, do not grow proud and high- 
minded." O Lord, 'my Saviour ! preserve me in fau- 
mility, and give me a loving and an understanding 
heart.*' 

1 mo, 18. I have again been to see my father : 
he said to me, " Son William, keep in the right way, 
and the dew of heaven and the fatness of the earth 
will be thine. 

1 mo. 27. At meeting found not that which my 
soul at times, yea, I hope I may say, at all times, 
loves ; viz. the Divine presence. Called to see my 
father, who seems near his end, and deriving pleasure 
from the prospect. He repeated these words: 
" Come, my dear Lord Jesus Christ." 

1 mo. 29. At seven o'clock this evening my dear 
father-in-law departed this life, and is, I fully believe, 
entered into the joy of his Lord. Be pleased, O 
Lord, to support the widow, and us the children, I^ 
thy heavenly arm of power ; preserve us in the right 
way, that our end may also be peace. 
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3 mo. £0. Our quarterly meeting to-day was a 
solid, satisfactory season. May greenness appear 
once more upon us, as a society ; the light break forth 
among us; and all be clothed with white raiment, hav- 
ing palms of victory in our hands. 

S mo. 21. In our meetings to-day, had a testi- 
mony on silent waiting, a word of consolation to a 
tried state, and of warning to the rebellious. Oh that 
the people were wise, and would consider their latter 
end. 

5 mo. 14. Attended the yearly meeting of minis- 
ters and elders. It was pleasant to see so many seri- 
ous friends assembled in one place. Both the sittings 
of the meeting were overshadowed with good. May 
the Lord be praised for the edification and comfort 
administered to us this day. 

6 mo. 20. At the quarterly meeting of ministers 
and elders, this morning, much feeling for each other 
was experienced, and some searching testimonies 
borne, greatly to my satisfaction. The spirit of the 
world has too much hold of some in these stations; 
we must therefore be examined and purged, in order 
to become qualified to bring forth more fruit In 
the quarterly meeting for worship, some close things 
were declared to the self-righteous. O Lord ! bring 
down high looks; but may it be in mercy. 

8 mo. 14. In the morning meeting had to address 
some whose hearts are too much set upon their tem- 
poral blesisings. Keep me, O Lord, from placing 
my affections on any thing here below. In the after- 
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noon I felt much stripped. All good comes from the 
Father of light, and God of all comfort. In the even- 
ing, I read a sermon on conversion ; but reading is 
one thing, and experience another. 

8 TOO. S8. At meeting this morning, I felt sensi- 
bly that some present, like the young man we read 
of, possessed something which must be given up, in 
order to obtain heavenly treasure. The whole heart 
must be surrendered, if we would inherit eternal life. 

11 mo. 3, Attended the week-day meeting at 
Rochester, and had to express a few words to the 
little, humble, tried ones ; also a word of exhortation 
and encouragement in the family of , a solid op- 

portunity with W. R.'s pupils, and a refreshing sea- 
son with some of our cousins in the evening. 

1797. — 1 mo> 1. O ! Thou who rulest in heaven, 
and among the children of men ; who hast, in great 
mercy, been with me hitherto, and supported my 
mind under all trials, enable me increasingly to love ^ 
Thee, and to serve Thee faithfully in my generation ; 
be pleased to be with me all the remaining days of 
my pilgrimage here ; and so purify my spirit, that it 
may become fitted for the enjoyment of thy presence, 
through the countless ages of eternity. 

1 mo. 10. Feel a little longing after a better world. 
O blessied Saviour ! lift up my spirit more and more 
unto Thyself, who art my all in all. 

2 mo. 21, Our beloved ancient friend and minis- 
ter, Joseph Sayers, of.Crawley, departed this life this 
morning. He was a man of much innocence and 
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child-like simplicity. I loved his company. He was 
one who brought forth fruit in old age, and always 
appeared to me to be living, fresh, a^d green. 

S mo. S6. Attended the burial of Joseph Sayers : 
a great number of people were present, to whom 
much suitable matter was communicated. Jesus, the 
Saviour, was proclaimed as the way, the truth, and 
the life— as having died for all, and extending his 
grace unto all. 

3 mo. 19 and SO. At the quarterly meeting at 
Brighton. On first day morning many of other 
societies attended, unto whom the Lord Jesus was 
preached. Great solemnity prevailed. O Lord, 
enable thy unworthy servant to grow strong in thee, 
and to call ^loud to signers to come and sit under 
thy teaching. Be pleased to visit the people by thy 
own eternal spirit ; rouse the lukewarm in our soci- 
ety from the sleep of death ; visit the youth in a pecu- 
liar manner ; strip the self-righteous, bring down the 
high, and exalt the lowly. I cannot but feel abased, 
fFbilst askii^ this of Thee, O Lord, because I know 
Thou art more ready to give than we are to receive* 

4 9710. 1. In our morning meeting, had to speak 
against the sin of covetousness : in the afternoon, I 
felt much poverty, until near the close. O Lord ! may 
thy blessed presence and power attend me at the 
close of my natural life. Have been to the first-day 
school, established for the instruction of poor chil- 
dren, which I attend pretty constantly, and to .i^atis- 
faction. 
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1798. — S mo. 13 to 82. Accompanied my dear 
friend John Glaisyer, on a religious visit to the fami- 
lies of Friends at Lewes^ Brighton^ and Horsham. 

4 mo. 25. Finished our visit to the families of 
Friends, and have to confess^ that as our eyes were 
single to the Lord, we found Him near to open, and 
give ability to speak to the various states. 

6 mo. 7. Attended the monthly meeting at 
Brighton, and had to speak on the necessity of 
greater purification, and more earnestness in press- 
ing through every crowd, in order to touch Christ. 

6 mo. 11. Have felt this day for the unhappy 
natiop of Ireland, whose inhabitants are destroying 
one another. O Lord, be pleased to put a stop to 
the effusion of human blood; defend, I beseech 
thee, all who, being convinced of the unlawfulness of 
war, rely upon Thee for protection : let the nations of 
the earth know that Thou hast power to save, with* 
out the aid of man. 

9 mo. 1 to 4. Visited, in company with John 
Qlaisyer, the families of Friends at Arundel and 
Chichester. 

IS mo. 25, May the same mind be in me which 
was in Christ, and may I experience an increase of 
his liib in my soul. Truly, I can do nothing in the 
work of purification, but receive or reject that which 
is offered as the means of effecting it. O Lord, 
make me as white as snow in thy sight. 

1799.— 5 mo. 25. I am, this day, thirty-five years 
old: enable me, O liord, from this time forward, to 
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live wholly consistent with thy will; therefore! be 
Thou pleased to direct all my steps. 

10 mo. 13. At meeting this afternooni was en- 
abled to speak boldly in the name of Jesus, to some 
whO| I fear, do not believe in his divinity. Oh! that 
men should deny the Lord that bought them! 
Enable me, blessed Redeemer, increasingly to confess 
Thee before men. 

1600.— 1 mo. 29. Our silent meeting, to-day, was 
a calm, solid season. Oh, how delightful it is to sit 
under the Divine wing ! 

S mo. 12. Our monthly meeting at Lewes. That 
for ministers and elders was rather painful, but the 
meeting for worship was a memorable season : truth 
reigned over aU, and many minds were tendered. 
1 laid before this meeting a concern to accompany 
my friend Thomas Dann of Surrey, on a religious 
visit to the counties of Hants, Sussex, and Kent, and 
obtained its concurrence therein. 

IS mo. 31. Felt but little life, at meeting to-day: 
temporal things seemed to draw my mind from my 
beloved. O Lord, be pleased to give me strength to 
overcome, and clear my way through the encumber- 
ing things of time, that I may serve Thee fully. Let 
nothing, I beseech Thee, hinder my soul's progress 
towards perfection ; make me purer than gold ; enable 
me, in thy strength, to fight thy battles. Thou hast 
been with me, and caused my heart to rejoice ; be 
pleased to continue thy loving-kindness, not, for my 
merit, but for thy mercy's sake ; for Thou, alone, art 
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good. O Lord God, keep my dear wife near Thy- 
self; strengthen her faith ; comfort her soul. Give 
our children of thy grace; and as they grow in 
years, may they experience an increase in the true 
and saving knowledge of Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen. 

1801. — 2 mo. 1. At meeting this morning, I was 
particularly led to speak against the sin of lying : 
power attended, and when I sat down, I felt peace 
and awful stillness. In the evening I was informed 
there was a cause for the testimony, as a person pre- 
sent had been telling falsehoods. Search the camp, 
O Lord, and make sinners afraid ; humble them by 
thy mighty power. 

IS mo. 31. This year, an increased weight of out- 
ward business has devolved upon me, my partner 
having deceased, and appointed me one of her ex- 
ecutors; but my gracious God has enabled me to 
proceed with composure, favoured me with bodily 
strength, and, at seasons, raised my mind above the 
encumbering things of time. Be grateful, O my 
soul, for all his blessings. 

1802. — 6 mo. 6. In the afternoon meeting, had 
much to declare to various states : divine power at- 
tended in a more abundant degree than I had ever 
felt before : my spirit was near the Fountain of Life; 
and the kingdom appeared glorious. May I, and all 
others who were present at this opportunity, long 
remember it. Had a heart-tendering season in the 
family in the evening. 
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7 mo. 29. Feel rather oppressed in spirit, and 
derirous of more retirement. May thy kingdom 
come, and thy will be done, my Holy Redeemer,, in 
all things respecting me. 

8 mo. 13. At our monthly meeting to-day, a cer- 
tificate wa3 granted me to pay a religidus visit to 
the counties of Essex and Suffolk, in company with 
my friend Thomas Dann. 

18QS.— 9 mo. 6. The prospect of my intended 
visit to Essex and Suffolk has felt weighty. O LcMrd) 
^ be thou my all in all ; enable me clearly to see, and 
faithfully to speak to the states of the people^ 

From 9 mo. 10 to 10 mo. 15, Engaged in our Tiilit 
to the counties of Essex and Suffolk. In the former 
county there ai^>ear to be many precidusly^visked 
minds : may they hold fast the faith in a good con>- 
science.-^I have reached home in the efyoyinent of 
peaces without having met with any accident, and 
find my family in .pretty good health. I desire to be 
thankful to Thee, O Lord, for all thy mercies, both 
spiritual and temporal. 

10 mo. 20. Had a powerful testimony, on the 
query, "Who maketh thee to differ from another?*' &c. 
also an exhortation to those who had refused to re- 
ceive the Saviour into their hearts. The Lord over- 
shadowed us with his living presence; to Him be 
^scribed the praise by all that is within me. 

11 mo. 4. Oh, may I learn, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. 

IS mo. 31. For all thy mercies, O Lord, during 
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the past year, I deisire to be thankful. Thou bast, 
indeed^ been with me ia every time of trial; be 
pleased to enable me to give up to all thy future re- 
quirxngs ; clothe me with the spirit of thy dear Son, 
and grant that I may more powerfully proclaim his 
glorious Gospel. Amen. 

1804. — 1 1 mo. 1 1. In our afternoon meeting, ex- 
horted to look up to God, in temporals a» well as 
spirituals ; for "the earth is tlie Locdjs, and the full- 
ness thereof!** 

1 1 mo. 13. Some tender feelings and deahres for 
the welfare of my children. Lord, grant them grace 
in early life, to kiy>waiid serve thee: keep them, I 
pray Thee« in the way of righteousness, for thy 
gneat Name's sake ; and enable tae, their fath^, so 
to walk before Thee» 98 to piove « strength and 
encoucagemoit to them. 

1805.— £ mo. 12. To-day I opened « school for 
the iostruGtion of poor children in reading, on first- 
dayS| and had forty to be^n wkh. Lord, be pleased 
to bestow thy bleasiag on this undertaking, that so it 
may tend to faring the dear children to Christ, the 
only Saviour. 

11 mo. 11. The Enjglishi having gained a lictory 
at sea, over the French, the town wjb tlluainated as 
a testimony of rejoicing. Qh that men would leam 
the religion of Jesus Chri&t, the Prince of Peace, 
then -would they cease to ccjoipe at^be destruotioA of 
their feflow- creatures. 

D 2 
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1805»— 1@ mo. 8. At meeting, cautioned against 
transacting worldly business on first-days. 

1806.— 1 mo» 7. At our quarterly meetings spoke 
on the fall of man, and on his redemption by Jesus 
Christ : hope some present will not soon forget the 
opportunity. I thought it right to stand up a second 
time, to sayi I apprehended the apostle Paul, when 
he said, " I suffer not a woman to speak in the 
church,*' did not intend to prohibit women who were 
qualified to preach the Gospel, from so doing ; but 
to forbid troublesome, talkative women to interrupt 
the assemblies. I afterwards heard, a young man 
was at the meeting who objected .to women's preach- 
ing, and who had, the day before, been speaking 
against the practice. O blessed Master, keep thy 
servant ever, obedient to thy divine direction. 

5 mo. 18. At meeting, a recommendation, when 
at worship, to remember, if our brother have any- 
thing against us, to endeavour for reconciliation. 

5 mo. 31. Although my hands have been em- 
ployed in outward business, my mind has been turned 
from visible objects. O holy Redeemer ! enable me 
to keep all changeable things under my feet. 

7, mo. QO. In our morning meeting, the deceitful- 
ness of the human heart was pointed out ; the neces- 
sity of stillness, in order to be made sensible there- 
of; and of prayer for its purification. 

9 mo. 34. . A silent, yet very comfortable meeting, 
for which I desire to be thankful to the Author of all 
good. 
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10 mo. 5. In the family-sitting this evening, said 
a few words on desiring to hear and tell some new 
thing ; which was rather remarkable, as two of the 
family had requested permission of my wife, to go 
out to hear a new preacher, which she refused. 

12 mo. 31. The year 1806 is now very near its 
close. In the course of this year, I have had some 
trying seasons to pass through, yet have felt the all- 
sustaining arm of my God underneath. Give me 
strength, O Lord, for -the trials of the ensuing year, 
of what- nature soever they may be. Let not my 
feet slip, my faith fail, nor the truth sufier on my 
account : enable me ** to run through a troop, and 
leap over a walP of opposition to thy will ; yet let 
nothing but the Lamb appear, or be, in me. 

1807. — 1 mo. SI. At meeting, spoke on the ad- 
vantage of silent waiting, as a mean whereby we may 
discover the tendency of the mind, which, if not hea- 
venward, we should pray that it be made so. 

3 mo. 14. Feel desires, this evening, for closer 
communion with my God. Be pleased, O Lord, to 
keep me alive unto Thee; yea, to increase my 
spiritual life, and my usefulness to others. 

9 mo. 30. At meeting this morning, urged the 
necessity of leaving all temporal things behind, when 
we assemble to worship Almighty God, which can- 
not be accomplished in our own strength ; but the 
Saviour, if sought unto, would enable us to raise our 
souls above the things of the world. 

1808.— 2 mo. 23. This evening a young clergy- 
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Hum caUed on me, having cdme to Lewes io order to 
attend a ball. I expostulated with him on the ineon- 
MDtenoy of such entertainment, and especially in those 
who profess to be ministers of the Gospel ; of which 
he appeared to become fully convinced, and declined 
going *• 

8 mo. S8« Read the Scriptures to the inmates of 
the parish poor-house, and afterwards had a testi- 
mony on the immortality of the soul, the necessity of 
a preparation fbr death, &c* The people were 
affected. May the opportunity prove useful. 

£ mo. 8. In the morning meeting, a pretty long 
testimony on '* the wages of sin is death," &c« 
Three Highland officers were present, and appeared 
very solid and attentivot O Lord, be with them in 
time, and admit them to glory, when time to them 
shall cease. 

11 mo. 13. In our meeting this morning, remark- 
ed, that, notwithstanding the name of Christ might 
be precious to some present, and they might also 
believe in bis Divinity, yet, if such were not sensible 
of their own states^ and neglected to apply to Him 
for salvation, they must not expect to be helped. 

1809*-— 3 mo. 30. — -*- and wife drank tea with 
us : I was pleased with their company and religious 
c<mversation. — *— is a Methodist preacher: may 



* 1811.— 12 mo. 12. I understand that the conduct of this clergy- 
man had a good' effect on the gentleman who gave the ball ; and 
Umt he himself has not attended one lince. 
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the Lord bless his labours in the ministry to the con* 
version of sinners. 

4 mo. 9&. This evening a child died suddehly, 
while the family to which It belonged, were making 
merry with music, &c« Their joy was soon turned 
into mourning, and their mirth into heaviness. Oh 
that such dispensations were suffered to make lasting 
impression on the heart, turning it from vanity and 
folly to the pursuit of permanent enjoyment. 

5 mo, 3$. Psalm Ixxi. 5. ** For thou art my 
hope, O Lord Ood; thou art my trust from my 
youth.'^ I am, this day, forty-five years of age> and 
do not wish to live my time again, unless I could be 
sure of serving my Redeemer better. Strengthen 
me, O Lord, with might in the inner man, that I may 
be more useful to my fellow-creatures, and more 
fruitful in every good word i^nd work. 

6 mo. 3. Psalm cxix. 173. " Let thine hand help 
me, for I have chosen thy precepts.'' I find that, in 
conversation on religious subjects, I continually stand 
in need of Divine help, iq order that what Is spoken 
may reach the witness in those with whom I con- 
verse. 

6 mo. 38. At meeting expressed a few words on 
the necessity of leaving temporal things behind, when 
we assemble for worship ;'<**-of feeling worldly thoughts 
to be burdensome, if they enter the mind at such 
times, and of crying to the Lord for help, under the 
weight thereof. 

7 mo. 10. A schpol for poor children, on the 
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plan of Joseph Lancaster, to be supported by annual 
subscriptions, was opened at Lewes to-day. About 
two hundred children of both sexes attended, and 
behaved in an orderly mann^. Be pleased, O Lord, 
to bless this institution, and grant that many of the 
present generation, and also thousands yet unborn, 
may, by the instruction therein afforded, be brought 
to the knowledge of Christ their Saviour. 

7 mo. 26. Called in at the Subscription School, 
and heard the girls repeat Watts's hymn *^ On 
Lying." After which, I remarked to them^ that, 
although we might deceive our fellow-creatures by 
falsehood, yet God, >who knows our hearts, would 
punish liars. One of the girls appearing to be under 
strong convictions, I asked her if she had told, and 
persisted.in an untruth. She confessed she had. I 
expressed to her my hope, that the Lord would for- 
give her, and that she would do so no more. 

1809.— IS mo. 3L At meeting this morning, en- 
couraged the tribulated to trust in the dear Re- 
deemer, who giveth true peace, makes hard things 
easy, and sweetens every bitter cup ; who is with the 
righteous in life and in death, and will ultimately 
receive them into his pure kingdom. In the after- 
noon, spoke on seeking Christ, and remarked that 
some present, perhaps, had not sought Him; that 
some might have sought but a little ; yet, that others, 
like Mary, could not be satisfied till they had found 
their Lord. It was a time of solemnity : may it have 
the desired effect. In our family-sitting, the children 
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were addressed on love, meekness, &c. ; and watch" 
fulness was recommended to all. For this favoured 
opportunity may the Lord be praised. Oh that his 
creature, man, would praise Him in a higher strain 
than appears as yet to be attained by many. Lord, 
vouchsafe to me a thankful heart, a humble and con- 
trite spirit. Thou hast been kind and merciful to 
me, from my youth to this day ; hast brought me to 
a sense of my condition by nature, and of my inability 
to help myself; and hast offered thyself to redeem me 
from sin and eternal death. Thou hast supported 
me in all my troubles, hast given me wife and chil« 
dren, health of body, and a sufficiency of this world's 
goods for the comfortable subsistence of my family. 
I should be ungrateful indeed, did I not, ftom the 
depth of my soul, desire to praise Thee. 

1811. — 1 mo. 1. This evening at , had a 

lively testimony to the young people, recommending 
them to seek the Lord in early life, and to obey his 
voice ; also advised to a frequent perusal of the Holy 
Scriptures, and repeated the following anecdote: 
A society of gentlemen, (so called,) most of whom 
had received a Uberal education, having unhappily 
imbibed infidel principles, used to assemble at each 
other^s houses, for the purpose of ridiculing the Scrip- 
tures, and hardening one another in their unbelief* 
At length they unanimously agreed to burn the 
Bible! The time fixed upon for the accomplish- 
ment of their diabolical purpose being arrived, a 
Bible was laid on the table, and a flowing bowl pro- 
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vided to drink its dirge. For the esieeution of their 
plac^ they fixed upon a young gentleman of high 
birth, brilliant yi?acityy and elegant manners. He 
undertook the task; and after a few enlivening 
glasses, amidst the applauses of his jovial oom- 
panionsy he approached the table, took up the Bible, 
and was walking leisurely forward, to put it into the 
fire, when happening to give it a look, he was sud- 
denly seized with trembling; paleness overspread his 
oountenanoe, and he seemed convuked. He returned 
to the table, and laying down the Bible, said, with 
strong asseveration, '^ We will not bum this book till 
we get a better." Soon afterwards, this gay and 
lively young man died; and, on his death-bed, was 
led to true repentance, deriving unshaken hopes of 
forgiveness and future blessedness, from that book he 
wiui once about to burn *• 

2 mo, S. At the Subsoription School, admonished 
the children; one of them having been guilty of pil- 
fering. Oh, how soon the evil nature discovers^ it- 
self in children! Some wiU lie, others swear, steal, 
disobey their parents, and exercise cruelty towards 
dumb animals; practices which prove we come into 
this world with the seeds of sin in us. But it b a 
consolation, that the incorruptible seed, which coun- 
teracts the fallen nature, is also in us. I am per- 
suaded that institutions of this kind, superintended 
by religious characters, are calculated to affi)rd very 

* From Buck's Anecdotes. 
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important advantages to poor children. Some in this 
school, who have been very penrerse, are now so 
reclaimed, as to furnish cjtamples worthy the imi" 
tation of the rest. 

2 mo. 20. At our monthly meeting to*day, a cer« 
tificate was granted me, to pay a religious visit to 
Friends and some others, in the county of Kent. I 
felt a desire that the Lord's presence, and the prayers 
of his little ones, might accompany me, and that I 
might go forth in his name only. 

3 mo. 19. At a public meeting this evening, (in 
Kent,) patience under the refining hand of the Lord 
was recommended ;-^a fear expressed, that many, 
who had been divinely visited, had, for want of abiding 
under the operation of the Holy Spirit, returned to a 
sinful state, whereby their latter end had become 
worse than their beginning;— also a belief, that there 
were present, those who had not gone back, and who, 
as their eye continued to be unto the Lord, would be 
carried safely through all. The following occurrence 
was mentioned. A lady, having spent the afternoon 
and evening at cards, in gay company, on coming 
home, found her servant<maid reading a pious book. 
She looked over her shoulder, and said: ''Poor 
melancholy soul ! what pleasure canst thou find in 
poring so long over that book !'* That night the lady 
could not sleep, but lay sighing and weeping very 
much. Her servant asked her once and again, what 
was the matter. At last she burst into a flood of 
tears, and said: *' Oh! it was one word I saw in your 
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book that troubles me: there I saw the word eternity. 
Oh! how happy should I be^ if I were prepared for 
eternity." The consequence of this impression was, 
that she laid aside her cards, forsook her gay com- 
pany, and set herself seriously to prepare for another 
world. A caution was given against reading noveb, 
romances, and plays, with a recommendation to de- 
stroy them, according to the example of those for- 
merly, who, on embracing the religion of Christ, 
burnt their books of curious arts ; and the frequent 
perusal, and due application of the Scriptures, were 
advised. The meeting concluded with supplication 
and thanksgiving to the great Preserver of men. A 
young widow, who had attended the meeting, came 
to my lodgings: a word of consolation was handed to 
her, and she was desired to trust in Him for help, 
who is a Father to the fatherless, and a Judge of the 
widow. Her husband, who was captain of a vessel, 
had been to the island called St. Michael, for oranges; 
and, on his return, fell in with a French privateer, otf 
Plymouth, which, at first, he did not recognize as an 
enemy. He was killed by a shot from the privateer; 
but the vessel was conducted by his men safely into 
the harbour. The woman, not being aware of what 
had befallen her husband, went to the heights, and 
waved her handkerchief, that he might distinguish 
her from the other spectators; but, alas! he was no 
more. How great must have been her distress, 
when she beheld him a corpse ! O war, cruel war! 
how many women hast thou caused to be widows! 
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how many parents to be childless! how many chil- 
dren to be fatherless! What countries by thee have 
been spoiled! what numbers of young men slain, 
many of whom, it is to be feared, have launched into 
eternity in an unprepared state! My soul is grieved 
for these things. When will, the kingdoms of this 
world, in a more general way, become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ; ''when nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more?'* Happy, indeed, for the inhabitants 
of the earth, when this comes to pass! 

3 9710. 28. Reached home, and found my family 
well, for which, and for the Lord's providence and 
help in this journey, I desire to be truly thankful. 

7 mo, 8. Read memoirs of the late Richard Cecil, 
a worthy minister of the establishment, under whom 
I experienced my first awakening. I have loved him, 
as the instrument of good to my soul, in the hands of 
the Redeemer. I believe he has been very useful to 
many; and doubt not but that he is now reaping the 
fruits of his labour, even peace and glory from the 
Lord. 

8 mo. S. Feel desirous of an increase of know- 
ledge and sensibility in divine things. O Lord, I 
pray Thee, give me more of the spirit of devotion and 
supplication. Thou hast blessed me, not only with 
the necessaries, but the comforts of life; also with 
health, a kind wife and healthy children; yet, without 
feeling thy comfortable presence, I am poon But, 
blessed be thy name. Thou condescendest at seasons 
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to enrich me with thy presenoei in which, indeed, 
there is life. 

9 mo* 1 ] . Read to-day in ** The Life of the late 
Bishop of London," who was, I believe, a good man* 
He appears to have been firm to hb own princif^, 
yet clothed with charity towards others. He was an 
advocate for the abolition of the slave-trade; a pro- 
moter of schools, and of the knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures : he also took great pains that the first 
day of the week might be properly occupied. Tbus^ 
his life was usefli], and I doubt not, his end was glo* 
nous. 

12 mo. 15. To-day I dbcharged all the boys be* 
longing to my first-day school *, as most of them aie 
in the Subscription School, the rules of which require, 
that the children assemUe at the school on firstHdays, 
and afterwards proceed to the places of worship to 
which they respectively belong* 

181S.— 4 mo. 19. At meeting this morning, spoke 
on the advantage of the heart being fixed on heaven 
and heavenly things; for, in adversity, it is a stay to 
the mind, producing resignation and patience ; and, 
in prosperity, it prevents us from setting our affec- 
tions on things temporal. 

6 mo. & This evening took a walk with - , a 

minister of the church of England, whose conversa- 
tion was edifying. I am persuaded there Bxe many 
in this establishment, both ministers and others, who 

* See 5 mo. 12, 1805. 
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are members of the church of Christ ; to whom may 
my soul be expanded in charity. 

1813. — 2 mo. 18. I have been writing to a poor 
soldier^ now in Portugal His father was a Friend^ 
and married out of our society. The son was brought 
up to attend our meetings, but was not a member. 
In a letter to me, he says : " I fell by little and litde, 
first deviating in dress, and then step by step, till all 
was lost. If thou know of any youth going astray, 
tell them, a poor sinner has tried the broad way (a 
death, and its sting is sharp. Let them not slight 
even the smallest thing; for many tears have I shed, 
many sighs and prayers have I put up at thd footstool 
of divine grace, if peradventure the Lord will have 
mercy upon me. I still hope in the Redeemer, who 
bled for me; and surely it is best to tmst in the 
Lord; and to renew my covenant in the day of his 
extended mercy and loving^kmdness." 

1^ mo. 98. R. L. Weston, F. Smith, and myself 
went to see some Danes and Norwegians, on board a 
prisdi-ship, off Chatbam, who are under convince- 
ment. They appeared very glad to see us : we had 
a religious opportunity with twelve of them in a smaH 
cabin, a precious, heart-tendering season; for, al- 
though several of them did not understand English, 
they felt the power of truth. Unto thee, O Lord, be 
all the praise. 

1815.^^3 7no. 3. Oh that I may make the most of 
precious time, whether at home or abroad, alone or 
in company. How difficult, when with some persons. 
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to experience the mind to be raised above the things 
of time; for the earthly mind has a leavening in? 
fluence. 

1817.— 3 mo. 1. I have^ this day, withdrawn from 
business ; having been engaged therein, either as a 
partner or solely, about thirty years, and have been 
abundantly blessed ; for, although I have been dili« 
gent in my outward calling, my heart has been pre- 
served from centering in temporal things ; so that I 
have been enabled cheerfully to leave them all, when 
religious duty required. And now that I am re« 
leased from worldly business, I desire to occupy the 
remainder of my days in the service of my gracious 
Redeemer, and in promoting the welfare of my fellow- 
men, in any and every way, pointed out by my all- 
wise and unerring Director. And, O Lord, I crave 
thy blessing upon my wife and children, that they 
may serve thee with all their heart Be pleased to 
guide them with thy counsel ; and, when their race is 
run in this world, to receive them into glory. Amen. 

1818. — Z mo. 26. At meeting this morning, I was 
engaged in testimony on the divinity of Christ, in 
accordance with that which is written : " For unto 
which of the angels, said he, at any time. Thou art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee?'* and again, 
*' When he bringeth the first begotten into the world, 
he saith. And let all the angels of God worship him." 
Christ must, therefore, be more than man, yea, greater 
than angels; for the Father does not command that 
they should be worshipped ; but Christ is to be adored. 
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being God as well as man* The wise men wor- 
shipped Him ; Thomas called him his Lord and his 
God; Peter said, " Thou art the Christ of God." 
The young people, in particular, were addressed; 
and all were exhorted to hear and obey the Son 
of God, in whom alone is saltation. 

6 mo. 2\, Being at Hoi^ham, I went this morning 
to the prison, and saw the felons and debtors enter 
the chapel. Advised them to keep the fear of God 
before their eyes, and expressed my desire that their 
confinement, and the religious instruction imparted 
by their minister, might be blessed to them, and in^ 
duce them to enquire what they should do to be 
saved. They appeared very attentive, and, I believe, 
felt what was spoken. 

9 mo. 1. At Folkstone. Having, since coming 
here, felt desirous of visiting the aged people in this 
neighbourhood, I have, accordingly, had interviews 
with some of this description. Their states appeared 
to be various. A man, ninety years of age, whom I 
found at work in his garden, seemed ignorant of di- 
vine things, and of the way of salvation, notwith- 
standing his great age* A woman of ninety-seven, 
said, her dependence was on the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone ; the time spent with her was a season of re*^ 
freshment. Among those visited, was a lame man 
about eighty-seven ; also a woman of ninety, in a dis- 
tressed state of mind, and another woman of eighty, 
who was ill, and appeared to be waiting for the com* 
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ing of her Lord. Oh, how desirable for grey hairs to 
be found in the way of righteousness ! and how la- 
mentable, when the hoary head is pursuing the broad 
way! ^'for the sinner, being a hundred years old, 
shall be accursed." 

IS mo. 8. I laid before our monthly meeting to- 
day, a concern, which I had for some time felt, of 
visiting the families of Friends within the compass of 
Dorking and Horsham monthly meeting: -^^— - 
mentioned a similar concern, with both of which unity 
was expressed, and a minute was accordingly drawn 
up for us. f who is an elder, expressed a de- 
sire to accompany us, which was also agreed to. 

12 mo. 25. We have now finished our visits, ex- 
cept two or three, which we cannot at present accom- 
plish. The Lord's gracious presence and assistance, 
from family to family, has been to us cause of Aiuch 
thankfulness. In some, we found the seed of life 
much depressed; but in others, a love for the truth, 
and a concern to labour for the blessing : may the 
number of these increase. We were deeply affected 
by finding that many individuals, (not less than eigh- 
teen or nineteen,) had forfeited their membership, 
by marrying out of the Society: it was, however, 
satisfactory to observe, that very few of them were 
recent cases. How many difficulties have mixed 
iharriages occasioned! and how much misery have 
many brought upon themselves thereby! The chil- 
dren of some of these, appear to want religious care 
and useful learning. 
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1819.— 2 mo, 7. Had an encouraging testimony 
this morning at meeting, to some present, who, though 
afflicted, I believed to be under the Divine notice; 
and therefore of the number whom the Lord will de- 
liver out of all adversity, clothe in white raiment, and 
ultimately place among the multitude which John 
saw, of all nations, kindreds, people, and tongues. 

18^.-1 mo. 27. This day died king George 
the Third, who was, in many respects, a good ex- 
ample to his children and subjects^ especially in his 
attention to the worship of God. He is, I doubt 
not, entered, through the merits of his Saviour, into 
everlasting glory. May every surviving branch of 
his family walk in God^s fear, and die in his favour; 
and may the Lord bless this nation, and cause the 
earth to be filled with the knowledge of Himself« as 
the waters cover the sea. Amen. 
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 



From W. M. to Martha Boulk. 

» 

Lewes, 12 mo. 21, 1789. 

Esteemed Friend, 

.Although I have seen thee but once, 
which was at Lewes, with our dear friend Rebecca 
Wright, from America, yet I hope thou wilt excuse 
my informinjjr thee, that, notwithstanding^ our very 
slight acquaintance, I often feel near thee in spirit. 
Thou hast, of late, been almost daily in my thoughts; 
a circumstance I cannot account for, unless it be, that 
the Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls has com- 
municated somewhat to thee for my edification. I 
feel liberty further to inform thee, the Lord has been 
pleased to open my mouth, to declare his name, 
power, and love^ among my brethren and sisters* 
At some seasons, divine love causes my cup to run 
over; but, at others, I feel poor and stripped, and as 
if cast out of the favour of God. However, the con« 
sideration that " faith is the substance of things 
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■ • • 

hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen/^ en- 
courages mo to trust in his Name^ and to believe^ 
that if I abide in patience under his refining hand. 
He will establish my goings. Thou^ probably, recol- 

lectest , who accompanied you to . He 

was, on that occasion, much refreshed with the dew 
of heaven through you; for which^ and every other 
favour, I hope he will be truly thankful. 
With the salutation of love, I conclude^ &c. 



From Martha Routh to W. M, in answer to the foregoing. 

Manchester, 6 mo. 1, 1790. 
Esteemed Friend, 

It is likely thou hast, before this time, heard 
that I have been from home several months, on a 
religious visit to Friends in Ireland. I was there 
when thy letter arrived here, and did not know its 
contents till since my return, which was but a short 
time ago. When thou art thus informed, it will ac- 
count for my silence, which, I hope, has not hurt any 
right thing in thee. I feel, at times, much near and 
tender sympathy with the visited children in our. 
Heavenly Father^s family; and greatly desire the 
preservation of all such, wherever scattered, whether 
I know them, or only hear of them: and though I do, 
not at all recollect thy person or name, yet I have no 
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doubt of thy being among tbe called of God, and can 
unite with thee in desiring thou mayst so continue 
to abide under his forming hand, that all against 
which his Holy Spirit has a controversy^ may be done 
away» whether in choosing or refusing; for it is only 
as our wills are brought into resignation to the Divine 
willy that we can refrain from whatever is forbidden, 
and be enabled to offer acceptable sacrifice. Al- 
though the Lord's dependent children may often feel 
stripped and poor in spirit, yet are they kept in pa- 
tience, and preserved in the hour of temptation. 
That this may be thy blessed experience, and the 
work of truth so prosper in thy heart, as that all 
within and without may be comformable thereunto, 
is, dear friend, the sincere desire of thy affectionate 
friend. 



From Frederick Smith to W. M.y 

Haymarket, 1 mo. 6, 1790. 
Dear Friend, 

— — Since I left you, I have felt sympathy 

with some at , apprehending their labours are 

among a people divested of a feeling sense of things, 
and who look with an eye of reason, and not with 
an eye of faith, on the work of the Most High. Al- 
though, to the upright heart, such furnish occasion 
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of deep trial and suffering; yet^ even among these, 
our patience and resignation must be made manifest. 
Great circumspection is necessary, in order to expe- 
rience our minds stayed upon our Almighty Helper, 
our own wills entirely subjected, and a patient wait- 
ing his time, for our being put-forth as instruments 
to carry on his work. The lamentable consequence 
of SauFs rashness, who lost his kingdom by forcing 
himself to offer the burnt offering, in compliance with 
a people scattered from the true Shiloh, has often 
been an instructive lesson to me, when my spirit hath 
been depressed by the impatience of the people for a 
sacrifice. Indeed, I find much care necessary to 
keep down my own selfish nature, which is ever want- 
ing to exalt itself, under various shapes and transform* 
ations; and seeing how much I am tempted from 
within and without, a fear often prevails, that I shall 
not hold out to the end ; yet, in sinking down into a 
state of entire resignation and nothingness, I find 
the greatest safety. The Lord is able, and He is 
also willing to do all for us. 

I was much pleased with the iiiterviews (though 

trifling) I had with : he appears to be a solid 

young man. Thy notice of him might be beneficial 
to you both. Remember my kind love to him, and 
tell him, I desire earnestly his prosperity and well- 
doing. My affectionate love to thyself and dear 
wife. 
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From W, M, to Frederick Smith, 

12f7io. 6, 179a 

This evenings the love of my Redeemer has 
tendered my heart ; and, whilst thus favoured^ a feel- 
ing of near unity with my dear friend was attendant. 
The communion of saints is a precious reality, al- 
though the world cannot comprehend it. I find free- 
dom to revive in thy remembrance some passages of 
Holy Writ, which now seem to impress my mind: viz. 
*' Whosoever shall confess me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which is in heaven*^ 
** Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves: be ye, therefore, wise as serpents, and harm- 
less as doves." ** Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." '* Ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name^s sake ; but he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved." " Weeping may endure for a 
night; butjoycometh in the morning/' These are 
written without premeditation, and under an appre- 
hension that thou hast met with some discouragement. 
There were, formerly, discouragers, who forbade the 
disciples of Christ to speak in his name ; but they 
could not prevent what God had commanded. He 
who has all power, is to be obeyed rather than mortal 
man. Dear friend, I commend thee to the grace of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, which is, indeed, 
sufficient for us all. Farewell. 
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Trom Frederick Smith to W, M. 

5 mo. 5, 1791. 
— I WISH I were capable of administering 



alittlehelpto my friend^who complains of poverty; biit, 
as a blessing is pronounced upon the poor, I think he 
may rest satisfied he is not in an unsafe spot. It has 
been my lot^ for a considerable time past^ to be. 
wholly, as it were, in the wilderness ; and I could say 
much on this subject, but think it safest to forbear, 
and to endeavour in patience to possess my soul. 
My trials have been heavy for many years past : I 
trust they will one day have an end ; and I desire to 
submit. cheer fully to the Divine will. 
With love to thyself and family, &c. 

Thy affectionate friend. 



To Friends at the ensuing Ciuarterly Meeting of Kent, to be 

held at Rochester, 

Dear Friends, 

Although I cannot conveniently be present 
at your quarterly meeting, yet feeling my mind drawn 
towards you in love, I desire therein to salute you> 
wishing you health, and salvation through Jesus 
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Christ our Lord. May you, dear friends, who are 
concerned in the executive part of the discipline of 
the church, wait upon the Lord to direct you in true 
judgment. Let the creaturely part be entirely sub- 
jected; ^Met nothing be done through strife or 
Tain glory; but, in lowliness of mind, let each esteem 
other better than themselves." Doth not the Lord 
require service of some of you, which is put off to 
others? Dear friends, be obedient to the light, and 
ye shall be children of the light, and of the day. 
They who follow the Lord shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life. We must follow 
Him in suffering, as well as to the mount. Be not 
discouraged, ye little ones, however small your num- 
ber; the Lord has respect to you and your offer- 
ings. "To this man will I look,** saith the Lord, 
" even to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my word.** He will not fail to pre- 
serve his humble, dependent children, under the sha- 
dow of his Almighty Power : may all of this descrip- 
tion carefully abide in the living Vine, remembering, 
that the branches cannot bear fruit of themselves. 

My mind is now drawn towards the youth, whose 
immortal souls are precious in my view. Suffer me, 
dear young people, to enquire, what are your pur- 
suits, and where is your treasure? Our dear Lord 
said: *' Where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.'* And again : " Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these [needful 
outward] things shall be added unto you.^* Now, be- 
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loved young friendsi is heavenly treasure the chief ob- 
ject of your search? are you loving the Lord above 
all? Rememberi he that loveth any thing more than 
Christy is not worthy of him. " Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap: he that soweth to the 
flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life ever- 
lasting." Pause and consider to which you are sowing. 
If you ask, ** How can we know?'* I answer, " A tree 
is to be known by its fruit." May you, who have re- 
ceived the seed of the kingdom as on the good ground, 
bring forth fruit abundantly, that men, seeing your 
good works and chaste conversation, may glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. Oh that you may be pre- 
served in the life, and not sink into formality ! for this 
is not your resting-place, it is polluted. And I be- 
seech you, who have not yet sown to the spirit, but 
have contrariwise rebelled against the light, turn 
unto the Lord, and close in with the day of his merci- 
ful visitation, ere his trumpet ceases to sound. You 
have had many calls, both immediate and instru- 
mental. Remember, the Author of our being hath 
said : ^' My Spirit shall not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesli." Now, if there be present 
any poor soul, who, like the prodigal, has spent all 
his substance in riotous livings may the eye of his 
mind be turned to his heavenly Father's house, whose 
arms are ever open to receive returning penitents ; 
who stands ready to clothe such with new rai- 
ment, and to provide for them a feast of fat things f 
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and many will rejoice with the father^ when the son 
that was lost is found. 

I remain, dear friends, 

Your friend and brother, 

W. M. 
Lewes, 9 mo. 30, 1791. 



From fV. M. to 



7 mo. 15, 1792. 

Esteemed Friend, 

Whilst at meeting this morning, I felt my 
mind drawn into tender sympathy with thee; and 
although thou art altogether a stranger to me, I 
have to say for thy encouragement, I believe thou 
firt seeking the living God, whom to know is life 
eternal. Continue, dear friend , to seek, and He will 
be found of thee ; and though for the trial of our 
faith, and the destruction of self-righteousness. He 
sees meet, at seasons, to hide his face from us, yet, if 
our hunger and thirst after Him be kept alive, we 
shall assuredly be filled. Trials have been allotted 
to the faithful in all ages. Abraham had to offer 
his only son, Jacob, to wrestle for the Divine 
blessing, and Moses to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God. The apostle Paul, being touched with 
the love of God, counted all things but loss for the 
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excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his 
Lord. Mayst thou know his love to be shed abroad 
in thy hearty constraining thee to enquire, " Lord, 
what wouldst thou have me to do ?" ^' What is to be 
known of God, is manifest within." Look, therefore, 
to Christ within, the hope of glory. 



From Frederick Smith to W. M. 

8 mo. 21, 1792« 

• 

The various probations which have 

fallen to my lot, have, at least for a time, kept this 
naturally divided heart of mine, humble, and sensible 
of the necessity of deep suffering. For, indeed, self 
appears in such various forms, that nothing but a 
thorough breaking up of the natural man in us, can 
effectually bring about entire subjection to the Di- 
vine will. There is one dispensation of the cross 
which is but little thought of, and which can only be 
experienced through deep baptisms ; viz, a dying to 
the gifts of God. This I cannot better explain, than 
by transcribing the following extract from the writ- 
ings of an enlightened Christian, though not of. our. 
Society. '^ The crafty enemy sometimes presents to 
the soul spiritual elevations and ecstasies, as baits to 
trepan it, to render it sensual, to fill it with vanity 
And self-love, to fix its attention and esteem on the 
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gifts of God| and to hinder it from following Jesus 
Christ in the way of renunciation, and of death to 
all things but Himself. Far different from this is 
the revelation of Jesus Christ ; this is always true, 
and what the devil cannot counterfeit : from hence 
proceeds the only safe ecstasy and ravishment, which 
is operated only by naked faith, and dying even to 
the gifts of God, how sublime and excellent soever 
they may appear ; because, as long as the soul con- 
tinues resting in them, it doth not fuHy renounce 
itself, and so, never passing into God, loses the real 
enjoyment of the giver.*' This passage has proved a 
useful lesson to me, and I was willing to offer it to 
thy attention, as describing the excellency and ad- 
vantage of the suffering dispensation, rather than the 
naturally more desirable one of resting on the mount. 



From W. M. to Frederick Smth. 

11 mo. 25, 1795. 
My dear Friend, 

It seems long since. I had the pleasure of 
hearing from thee. When last in town, I called at 
thy house, and although disappointed of thy com- 
pany, by thy absence from home, yet I was pleased 
to hear thou wast engaged in a religious visit 
Our great Master saith, " Whosoever he be of 
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you^ that forsaketh not all that he hath^ cannot be 
my disciple.'^ This doctrine sometimes comes pretty 
close to us poor mortals ; but oh the efficacy of re- 
deeming love! man, frail man, under the influence 
thereof, is made willing to leave all for the sake of 
his fellow-creatures. Our God is indeed merciful, 
knows our weakness, and passeth by many of our 
offences with a gentle reproof. May we increasingly 
love and obey Him. Thy company would be very 
acceptable at our ensuing quarterly meeting. We 
are all, through Divine favour, in the enjoyment of 
bodily health, a blessing which most people covet. 
Oh that spiritual health were as generally desired! 
were this the case, the poor ministers would not sit 
80 often as in sackcloth and ashes. < 



From Frederick Smith to W. M, 

Haymarket, Z mo. 20, 1796. 

Dear Friend, 

I HAVE, ever since the receipt of thy very 
affectionate letter, considered myself in thy debt, and 
am afraid thou hast thought me unkind, in not at least 
acknowledging thy favour ; but I have really felt so 
stripped of that which qualifies for communication, 
that I dared not take up the pen. It is often my 
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wish^ if possible^ to be enabled, in some degree, to 
" strengthen the weak hands.** But, alas ! I see so 
much lacking in myself, that, when called upon to 
preach to others, the language sounds alarmingly in 
my ears, " Physician, heal thyself;" for truly, " I 
am a man of unclean lips, and dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips.^ Perhaps the necessity of 
our going down, and dwelling as among the pots, was 
never more apparent than in the present day. It is 
here that the creature, unable to exalt itself, is, 
through heartfelt experience, qualified to sympathize 
with human nature; and by submitting to remain 
long enough under the dispensation of suffering, is 
favoured, in due season, to bring up stones of memo- 
rial, to the praise of Him, who is the Healer of 
breaches, and the Restorer of paths of eternal 
righteousness and peace to dwell in. I have often 
sympathized with some of you in Sussex, seeing that 
the weight of the church lays upon a very few indi- 
viduals ; yet, as these are content to be little enough, 
and patiently to wait till the Lord put them forth, their 
inward exercises will be abundantly blessed, and the 
&w broken expressions offered in the life, will prove 
as '* apples of gold in pictures of silver.'* Yet may 
it be the care of his little tried flock on the other 
hand, to guard against robbing Him of his due, and 
withholding any thing that may be required at their 
hands. May they diligently hearken to the voice of 
Divine Wisdom, which will be profitable to direct in 
all things ; and which, if attended to, will assuredly 
lead to comfort and peace.* 
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/V-OOT W. M, io George DUlmyn. 

1 mo. 31, 1796. 

Thou art often in my thoughts: 
may thy prayers be often for my growth in the Divine 
life. My spirit is often affected with mourning, be- 
cause so many professors lie as it were slain upon the 
earth. How has worldly-mindedness entered into 
the hearts of the successors of those, who, in their 
day, *' had the earth under their feet,'^ who were, in- 
deed, burning and shining lights. Surely those who 
merely profess, without possessing the truth, cannot 
be Iights4n a dark world. Ah ! saith my soul, may 
I possess the divine oil, and thus be prepared to 
enter with the bridegroom into the bridechamber. 
My present desire is, that not only myself, but all 
this people with whom I profess, yea, and all mankind, 
may be found ready, ere the door be shut. For not- 
withstanding a notion is entertained by many, that 
redemption may be obtained after death ; my faith 
is, that '* now is the accepted time, now is the day 
of salvation," even whilst in these bodies. — My 
heart seems open to thee ; may thine be so to me, in 
counsel and advice,—— 
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From George DiUwyn to W, M, in answer to the foregoing. 

London, 2 mo. 2, 1796. 

■ "* ■ « The perusal of thy affectionate token 
of remembroiice, was attended with a degree 6f satis- 
faction s and I was thereby drawn into sympathy 
with thee^ believing thou art raised up in a part of 
the Lord^s vineyard* wherl; the footsteps of the true 
traveU^ra are ahnost obliterated* But, dear friendi 
look not too much outward, lest discouragement pre** 
vuL Even a real concern for the prosperity of Truth 
may be endangered, if not lost, by suffering the ttind 
to paas the bounds of the sphere assigned us by Di« 
vine Wisdom. All that any of us can do towards thd 
reformation* which at times we see to be necessary, 
is, simply to wait upon the Lord in our respecdve 
gifts, and faithfully to follow his pointings ; believiilg 
that He iil sufficient for his own work ; and that, if 
we neither idd to it* nor take from it, his yoke will 
indeed prove easy, and no room wiH be left f6r ro« 
pining in our borders. All things Hre possibte to him 
that so bdieveth in this sure direction, as siitiply to 
obey it-. But if, when we dearly discover the Mas* 
ter's will) instead of Obeying, we yield to reasoiiing» 
how is the acceptable time lost) and the day in winch 
we might have gone forward rejoicing, closed upon 
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ud. Hereby aho, the miiid loses its lights its strength, 
and peace; and an oppottunity is afforded to the 
subtle enemy, to load it with burdens which ate not 
the Lord's ; and thus, instead of going on to per- 
fection in the just man^s path, ** which shineth more 
and more unto th6 perfect day," a foundation is agaiii 
laid, for tepentance from detid wotk^. Respecting 
the notions to which thou alludest, these, with many 
others which swarm in the imagination of the unsub- 
jecled mind, are !^o inatiy p^obfs of its proni^iiess to 
subiltitut^ ideal f6r real happihesd. I have found 
by ^xpeH^hce, that the indulgence of a disposition to 
pursue the labyrinth of these speculations, tends to 
involve the mind in perplexity; and it is cause of deep 
thankfulness, that, by yielding obedience to the illumi- 
nations of Divine Wisdom in our own minds, we may 
be preserved, not only from the snares and entangle- 
ments of this world, but also from all errors of faith 
and doctrine. Mere reason (enslaved as it is, for 
the lUbst part, to the propensities of corrupt nature) 
will never be able to correct its ottrh ert'orl^; and 
therefore it seldom happetis, that those who aire 
puffed up with it^ many professedly g^at (but really 
unimportant) discoveries, are little enough to enter 
the strait g^it of sdf-renuricifttion, Which done leads 
to tlie resurrection Of Divine life in the i^ouL There 
is no other way to the kingdom of hesiVeoi but 
that of tribtilation : ih this path, dear William, I 
ti^ust thoii art a traveller, and ih thy humlliatihg eon- 

p a 
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flicts I desire to be thy sympatbyzing companion. 
" Fear not, little flock/' said tbe Sbepberd of Israel^ 
" for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom ;*^ and here let our minds be stayed. 
—Present my wife's love, with my own, to thine, 
thy aunt, and your relations generally ; and believe 
me to be, with desires for our mutual preservation. 

Thy friend and brother. 

I have often thought with kmd sympathy, of — — » 
believing that good awaits him, if he can but bid up 
to its full price, which is nothing above its real value. 



From W. M. to 



12 mo. 28, 1796. 



Although it is long since I have written to 
th6e, yet thou hast often been the subject of my 
thoughts; and at season, prayer has ascended on 
thy behalf^ on this wise : Lord, though thou chas- 
ten hun, give him not up, but ultimately bring him 
to glory. Surely the Lord hath a gracious design, 
in brmging thee to the brink of the grave, and then 
raising thee again. Now loving, I cannot spare thee. 
Remember, therefore, from whence thou art fallen ; 
and repent, and do the first works ; or else will the 
righteous Disposer of all things remove thy candle- 
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Stick out of his place^ except thou repent. Many 
and marvellous have been the Lord's visitations to 
thy soul : thou hast owned thenii and, I believe^ hast 
been thankful for them, in days past. "Who hath be- 
witched thee^ that thou shouldst not obey the truth," 
which has indeed been divinely revealed to thee. 
Thou hast consulted with flesh and blood, and thus 
been induced to disobey the heavenly vision. God 
grant that every obstacle to thy souFs progress may 
be removed ; and mark, '^ that which hath let, will 
let, until it be taken away.^' The Psalmist said, 
" When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the 
rock that is higher than I.^' Dear friend, that thy 
mind may be directed to this rock, which is Christ 
Jesus the Lord, is my earneist desire. If we believe not 
in, but reject Him, we cannot be fitted for heaven. 
There is in every man a seed of divine life, which is 
visited by the enlivening beams of the Sun of Righte- 
ness; and if this quickening influence be not ob- 
structed, it will renew us in knowledge, after the 
image of Him that created us. By no other means 
can we obtain an admittance into eternal glory. Men 
may imagine there is neither heaven nor hell, but 
this will not alter the reality of things. As certainly 
as thou and I live, we carry about us that which is 
immortal. O mayst thou '^ be bound in the bundle 
of life," stand at the right hand of Christ at the day 
of judgment, and hear the salutation, " Come, thou 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for thee from the foundation of the world." 
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Frcm W* M, to 



9 mo. 88, 1797. 

Haying a few leisure moments from the 
hurry of the shop, I am willing to employ them in 
informing my friend that I have not forgotten him ; 
but continue to feel sympathy with hin^ and earnest 
desires for his spiritual welfare. We experience 
growth in the divine Life, in proportion as we hun- 
ger and thirst after, ^nd are favoured to partake of, 
the bread which cometh down from heaven. Al- 
though the sensible enjoyment of this divine suste- 
nance, may seem, at seasons, to be. long withheld, 
yet must we patiently wait, and quietly hope for it ; 
apd remember, for thy encouragement, it is given to 
all who ask for it, yea, to all who will accept of it. 
The church of Smyrna, who felt tribulation and 
poverty, was declared by the Holy Spirit to be rich, 
and was exhorted to feai: none, of those sufferings 
which awaited her ; but to be faithful unto death, in 
order to obtain a crown of life. As in the outward 
creation, when the clouds hinder our seeing the sun, 
he continues to warm and enliven the earth ; so, in 
the inward experience of believers, when clouds in- 
tervene, and prevent them from sensibly feeling the 
gladdening rays of the Sun of Righteou/snes3, they 
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still receive great benefit from Him, in a bidden man< 
ner. However great the privations and sufferings of 
tbe Lord^s dependent children may be, yet will He 
be with themi and bring them safely through all, to 
the praise of his name, and to the comfort of their 
own souls. Follow^ tbereforei the Divine Leader; 
yield obedknoe to bis commands ; fear God, and not 
man : ** It is better to trust in the Lord, than to put 
confidence in man.^' Paul saith, *' If I yet pleased 
men, I should not be tbe servant of Christ.^' Now, 
although we should not desire to displease any man, 
yet, when God requires of us a testimony against 
unrighteousness, and we apprehend our faithfulness 
will be cause of offence to any, we must not di$obey 
God, in order to shun the displeasure of man. I 
often find, in the line of my ministry, that speaking 
the truth offends self-righteous, nominal professors ; 
such as have taken counsel, but not of God, and 
covered themselves with a covering, but not of his 
spurit. Alas! for these; thdr building is upon a 
sandy foundation, and it roust certainly fall, be their 
religious professioii whatever it may. 



From W. M. io . 

8 mo. 5, 1798. 

— — Whilst reflecting on some of the 
numerous blessings I enjoy; viz, peace of miqd. 
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health of body, a comfortable companion, healthy 
children, and a good trade, I am ready to exclaim 
with the Psalmist, *^ What shall I render unto the 
Lord, for all his benefits ! I will take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord; I' 
will pay my vows unto the Lord in the presence of 
his people.** Now, dear friend, I by no means 
consider myself to deserve these blessings, neither do 
I depend on the continuance of them to the end of 
my life : but whether prosperity or adversity be my 
lot, I desire to say, ** The will of the Lord be done.** 
Hitherto the Lord hath helped me ; I still trust in 
his mercy, and crave of Him above all things, that He 
would be pleased to purify and fit me for his ever- 
lasting kingdom of glory and joy. Oh the breadth, 
length, depth, and height of Divine love; truly the ex- 
tent of it is beyond all conception. Jesus Christ cruci- 
fied, and raised from the dead, is my theme. Where 
will those who deny Him hide their faces, when he 
shall come to judge the world in righteousness. Oh 
that such may be prevailed upon to embrace Him, 
whilst He continues on the mercy-seat, inviting to 
accept of his salvation. 
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From Edward May to W, M, 

2 mo. 24, 1802. 

Prayers have been repeatedly raised 
in my mind, that we may be preserved in the truth ; 
and that nothing may be permitted to keep us back, 
when the Master calls to service. We cannot main- 
tain permanent peace, unless a willingness is wrought 
in our hearts, to relinquish every consideration and 
enjoyment which may stand in our way, and prevent 
us from receiving strength to perform the work allot- 
ted us. May we closely watch the pointings of 
truth; and when light springs up, and clearly di- 
rects to any service, let us not consult with flesh and 
blood, but give up to the heavenly vision. I know 
what it is to admit the reasoner, and thereby to ex- 
perience loss of peace; that peace, for which, I 
sometimes think, I could, if necessary, part with all 
other enjoyments. Our gracious Master will not lay 
upon us burdens too heavy to be .borne, but with the 
requisition will afford the needful strength. Where- 
fore, dear friend, let us be encouraged ; let us bear 
in remembrance the animating exhortation of our 
blessed Lord, ** Be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world ;'' signifying that, as the light, life, wisdom, 
and power of God, which dwelleth in me in fuUness, 
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have overcome the world; so a measure of my spirit 
dwelling in you, will guide your steps, influence your 
choicei and give you, also, power to vanquish. A 
concern abides with me, (whiqh I esteem a great 
blessing,) that we may grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; 
and I am persuaded that, unless a growth is experi- 
enced, tbere will be, on the contrary, a decline in 
our love to God and th^ brethren. The sudden re- 
moval of thy aunt must, I think, have proved a dose 
trial to thee: I had much love for her, and felt con- 
cerned on hearing of the change ; but doubt not she 
is entered into that happy state where sorrow and 
sighing are not known. May we who survive, be so 
attentive and obedient to the manifestations of Di- 
vine light, as that, when the great Disposer of 
events shall say to us, *' set thine house in order, 
for thou shalt die and not live^^' we may be found 
ready ; having nothing to do but to resign ourselves 
to Him, the author of our being. 



From W. M. iq EdfPard Majf^ 

a mo. 30, 1802. 

Thy sympathy and vegard for a 
younger Wothev rojoieed me. On taking a retro- 
sped of many te'ylng dispensations, I can tbankfnHy 
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acknowledge^ tbiit Divine support h&9 made b^d 
tbiDgs ea^y t.o me ; and I acq ready tp es^cli^im with 
the Paabiist, '-^ Wh^t shall I render tp the Jjord fpr 
all hi9 benegtsi !'^ I imx^ tp he ^nabl^d tp ^aU ypoa 
his name« and to p^y my vows unto Hm, \n the 
presence of his peppte* I think I can trulj; say, the 
Lord and his caMse arp above all things precious in 
my ¥iew ; and that, when impressed with an appre* 
hensipn of being called to service, I have desired to 
leave alb and perform it according to the ability 
aiS^rded* I was concerned to learn thou wast pre- 
vented from attending the yearly meeting, by indii^- 
ppsition. Although afflictions ipay await thee, I 
doubt not thou canst anticipate the peripd when, in 
thy ei^penence will be inscribed, ''it is finish- 
ed/' 



From W. M. to 



I tna 34, 18(H. 

I wish well to all who love the Lord 
Jesus in sincerity, whatever may be their religious 
profession. Oh, that all professors were building on 
thi3 Rock, and were concerned, often to wait upon 
Him for spiritual strength. But, alas ! too n^any seem 
ignorant of communion with God, and are too much 
attached to outward ordinances and creaturely per- 
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fonnances. God is a spirit, and nothing sbort of 
spiritual worship is acceptable to Him. I desire to 
a?oid judging any particular society, and trust there 
are spiritual worshippers in all ; yet it is also to be 
feared, there are some in aU, who are not such. 
However, ** the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having thb seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 
his.'* How consoling to reflect that our God know- 
eth all things ; and that if He be for us, it matters not 
who is against us. He can support the mind under 
all trials, sanctify our afflictions, and ultimately bring 
us to glory. Who would not follow a crucified 
Saviour, and, with Moses, ** esteem the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.*^ 
Dear -*'— - make thy election sure; count all the 
pleasures and riches of this world as dung, that thou 
mayst win Christ; for in the same proportion that 
we love the world, we depart from God and true 
godliness. Although worldly men may talk much of 
religion, yet they can know but little of it: " If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him.'^ Happy those who, whilst remaining in the 
world, are preserved from the evil of it. Mayst thou 
ever pray in sincerity, " Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
is desirous to hear, and, as ability is afforded, to do 
Thy will ;'* so will all be well with thee, and thou 
wilt grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, saith thy 
affectionate cousin.- 
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From W. M. to 



3 mo. 21, 1815. 



WE*were yesterday informed, the spirit of 
our beloved friend — — - had quitted its house of clay. 
The account solemnized our minds; but I trust there 
is no cause for sorrow on her account, believing she 
died in Jesus. Although to thee it was such a cup 
as thou couldst not but desire might pass from thee, 
yet I hope Divine grace will so prevail in thy heart, 
as to enable thee to say, " Thy will, O Lord, be 
done r* I believe He will not leave thee comfortless, 
but will afford the needful succour; even as when 
Elijah was taken up, He appeared for the help of 
Elisha, whose work was not finished. Dear ■ ■ ■ 
trust in the Lord, and He will strengthen thy heart, 
and make thee useful to others. 



From W. M. to 



8 mo. 13, 1815. 

— I received a letter from , inform- 
ing me of the decease and proposed time of interment 
of thy dear wife. It did not seem incumbent on me 
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to attend ; yet I felt sympathy with theei in thy afflie* 
tion : may it be alleviated by an increased feeling of 
the Divine presence. The Lord is good; his mercy 
endureth for ever ; and althoQgk He may deprive 
his children of many things which they esteem, yet 
all id ordered in mercyi He doeth all things welL If 
we be enabledi in tryitig dispensationsi to pray, ** Thy 
will be done/' it must be by strength superior to our 
own« My dear friend, ever trust iki the Lord^ thi§ 
Rock that is higher than we: He will never forsake 
his dependent children. I would encourage thee: 
thou hast experienced many tribb and temptations^ 
yet hast known the Lord's arm to be fhy supports 
Therefore set up thy Ebenezer, thank Hib), and take 
courage; remeUiberinl^i that our ijtay iti this v^orld n 
but short, and that, in the next, there will be fio aov* 
row to the redeemed. Read Revelationti, the tweftty"- 
first and tWenty-*seeotld chapters. May we wait With 
patience till oUr change come. 



From W. M. to 



Crawley, 9 mo, 22, 1817. 

■ We had a public meeting at this place 
on fif St-day aftentootti -~^ hdd A powerful testi- 
MMy^ and it wa6 ft bsLpiisitig sea^dn t m^iy the Lord's 
nabie be pmised, for the work is his. At -^-^'si 
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were two women and ^ young man, who hAd wlilk^ 
six tniles to the meeting: the latter sAid, (as 1 Wftfi 
afterwards informed^) that he wished to know mor^ 
of our religious principled^ but did not like to ask tnei 
as I was a strariger. When he ehtered the room, my 
mind was drawn into quietude, and I had to speak 
on our religious principles, and to state on what 
points we differed from many other societies. The 
young man seemed in a tender fr^me of mind : nei- 
ther he, nor his companions, had before attended a 
Friends' meeting. The Lord^s presence has accom- 
panied me from place to place : my trust is in Him, 
and, at the present time, I feel persuaded that those 
who trust in Him will not be confounded. 



b-k 



Frmn W.M.io 

8 mo. 28, 1818. 

It was encouraging to be ihformed, 

thou wouldst often visit us in thought, in our arduous 
engagement of visiting the families of the monthly 

meetings of and -— -. We have been, at 

times, plunged into deep suffering with the seed of 
divine life, which, in some, is pressed down by worldly 
cares ; in otheri^, by unbelief ttnd faaf dness of heart. 
There were also those who appear to CtUst in ft tbitA 
of godliness, instead of pressing tiftet reftoVAtioin of 
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heart. However, with many of various ages and 
conditions in • life, whose state of mind seemed com- 
parable to the good ground in the parable, and who 
are bringing forth fruits of righteousness, we had 
opportunities which were satisfactory and comforting. 



From W. M. to 

11 WW. 8, 1818. 

May my late illness have the effect of pro- 
ducing an increase of fruit, to the praise of the great 
Husbandman. The present desire of my soul is, 
that bis will may be done in and by me. I would 
fain speak well of his Name. He has been, in 
some good degree, the Guide of my youth ; and my 
prayer is, that He would be pleased continually to 
hold me up, that I may be safe, during the remainder 
of my appointed time on earth. If the Lord be our 
** habitation, whereunto we may continually resort,** 
we shall, at all times, find sure preservation in Him. 



From W. jtf . io 



4 mo. 5, 18^. 

Outward affairs, with many, are very 
trying. I hope this state of things will have the 
effect of promoting industry and frugality. A hunv- 
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ble way of living is much mor6 consistent for those 
who profess to follow a self-denying Saviour, than to 
affect show and grandeur. With respect to this 
world^s good, ** man wants but little, nor. that little 
long.^' May we hunger and thirst for the bread and 
water of eternal life, and through redeeming love 
obtain " an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away;" a reward which will 
abundantly compensate for all the trials we meet 
widi here on eavth. 



From Frederick Smith to W, M, 

10 mo. 10, 182!^. 
— How needful it is for all to be con- 



tinually engaged in seeking the Divine favour, the 
only attainment which can ensure to us immortality 
and eternal life! Whilst I was with you *, I reflected 
more frequently than I have been wont to do, on the 
uncertainty of our earthly sojourn— that we might 
soon be called away. It is, indeed, necessary for us, 
frequently to examine ourselves, in order to see if 
any thing hinder our growth in the Divine life. 



* F. S. had been on a visit to his friend W. M. a few weeks 
previous to the date of this letter; three days after which, xAz. 
10 mo, 13, W. M.'s last illtiess ccntimencedl 
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When we experience a degree of pleasure in the 
things of time, great care is requisite, to prevent 
them from becoming seriously ascendant; and thus 
retarding our progress heavenward, and gradually 
producing a disrelish of divine things. Oh, how 
powerful seems the tendency of inferior objects, to 
turn aside my heart from the one thing needful! 
May we all bear in mind the awful truth, that we 
are, whilst in this state of being, on our passage from 
time to eternity; and that it is only by making proper 
use of the portion of time afforded us, that we can 
enjoy a well-grounded hope of becoming heirs of 
eternal salvation. 

With dear love to all, 

Thine, affectionately. 
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